
 
January 2026 

Friends, 

Epiphany is a sadly overlooked Christian season in the United States.  The central symbol is 
light, and the Feast of Epiphany commemorates the arrival of the magi, who followed a 
miraculous light in the sky to honor the birth of the Christ Child.  Their gifts indicate the 
child’s significance.  Gold is a gift fit for a king.  Frankincense suggests a priestly role.  Myrrh 
is a spice used in preparing bodies for burial, and foreshadows Jesus’ martyrdom.  

In Latin America, the holiday is known as Tres Reyes, or Three Kings. The celebration is 
bigger than Christmas in many places there.  In Europe, Epiphany traditions are livelier than 
in North America, as well.  It is a beautiful religious observance.  As is often the case, the 
symbolism of the liturgical year mirrors the literal reality of the natural order (at least in the 
northern hemisphere).  At the darkest time of the year, we celebrate the light breaking in 
and growing. 

We all face challenges and perhaps it feels more difficult when the days are short and the 
nights are cold.  In this new year of 2026, First Congregational Church of Walpole will be a 
bright spot of comfort, inspiration and warm companionship for each of us and anyone 
who walks through our doors.  In our worship, in our fellowship, in our service and our 
benevolence, we can share the light of God’s presence in our midst, and become a beacon 
of light to our community and the world. 

My prayer is that on January 6, Epiphany, and the whole season, we will meditate on the 
light within each of us and fan the flame.  Let it warm you.  Let it shine.  May the inspiration 
we discover be a gift that honors Christ as we serve one another and all God’s children, in a 
world without end.  Amen. 

Wishing you all the best for this season and every day of 2026. 

In Christ, 

Richard Malmberg 
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Happy New Year! 
 
The Westmoreland Town Band Christmas 

Concert on December 21st raised $136.00 for the Fall Mountain Food Shelf through a 
freewill offering. Canned goods were collected as well. 
 
In December, Missions made a final 2025 donation of $350 to the Walpole Schools Free 
Lunch program.  We also sent a special donation of $300 to World Central Kitchen for 
hurricane relief in Jamaica. 
Jane Malmberg  
 
 

 
 
Our next council meeting will be on January 10 at 8:30 
am. 
 
The Church Council is planning to host the first 

Community Potluck on January 10 at 5:30 pm. This is a good opportunity to share 
fellowship and food and reach out to the local community. We will provide 
beverages. Please bring a main dish or dessert to share.  All are welcome!!  We hope to 
see you there!  Feel free to bring guests.   
Sue Krebs 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mistletoe Mart has come to a close, but it was another 
amazing event. We made over $4000. A huge thank 
you to all the women who stepped up to make it a 
success. With all your support we were able to help 

complete the renovation to our kitchen. We contributed $5000 to this project. Without 
our support this wouldn’t happen.  Thank you to all and looking forward to next year’s 
Mistletoe Mart.  
Peg Winnen 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
This Christmas season, saw a beautifully decorated 
church, from the window candles to the greenery in the 
sanctuary and in fellowship hall. We have the 

Woodward family to thank for decorating to make our space so lovely. Also, thanks to 
those who set up the altar’s nativity figurines, to those who purchased poinsettias, and 
to all the families and friends who participated in Advent candle lighting. It was truly 
spectacular. 
 
On Sunday, December 21st, we hosted the Westmoreland Town Band. The sanctuary 
was filled with community members who came to enjoy the band’s Christmas program, 
which was followed by a reception hosted by all the church cookie bakers.  
 
On January 24, the Deacons will be having a mini retreat hosted by Richard, which will 
include lunch. At the retreat we will reflect on our mission statement, our commitment, 
and spirituality. 
 
If you know of someone who would like a call or a visit, please reach out to a Deacon. 
Ann Looney is our Deacon of the Month for January.  
 
Here are the names of our other Deacons: 
 Michael Brodeur 

Peter Graves 
Ann Looney 
Deb McCollister 
Linda Wright 
Kathy Yardley 
 

Wishing each of you peace, happiness, and a Happy New Year! 
 
Ann Looney 
(603) 756-4374 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study will resume on 
January 14, at 4 pm, on Zoom. We will continue 
our study of the book of John.  Hope you will 
join us in learning more about God’s word. 
 

 
 
 
 
Jason and Tara Bemis January 19 
Jason and Emily McNamera January 27 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Tracey Martin January 1 
Tom Murray January 14 
Leroy Watson January 18 
Justin Beauregard January 19 
Ginny Galloway January 22 
Bob Rhodes January 24 
Ethan Houghton January 29 
Luke Bowen January 31 
Paul Tole January 31 
 
 



 
 
 
Sunday, January 4              Worship Service, with communion, in sanctuary and on Zoom 
10:00 am                                  
 
Saturday, January 10 Church Council Meeting in Fellowship Hall  
8:30 pm 
 
Saturday, January 10 Community Pot Luck, All are welcome!!  
5:30 pm 
       
Sunday, January 11            Worship Service in the sanctuary and on Zoom                                             
10:00 am                              Coffee Hour with Paul Nickerson                
  
Wednesday, January 14 Bible Study on Zoom 
4:00 pm 
                                            
Sunday, January 18           Worship Service in the sanctuary and on Zoom                                                
10:00 am  Food Shelf Offering for Fall Mt. Food Pantry 
 
Wednesday, January 21 Bible Study on Zoom 
4:00 pm 
 
Sunday, January 25           Worship Service in the sanctuary and on Zoom 
10:00 am 
 
Wednesday, January 28 Bible Study on Zoom 
4:00 pm 
 
 
 
New Church Office Hours:       Thursday and Friday, 10 am – 1 pm 
 
February 2026 Parish Visitor Articles Due:      Friday, January 23, 2026 
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