The First Congregational Church
Walpole, NH, United Church of Christ

January 11, 2026, 10:00 a.m. — First Sunday After Epiphany

Stretching your body and mind is essential to avoid rigidity.
— Haresh Sippy

I am always doing that which | cannot do,
in order that | may learn how to do it.
— Pablo Picasso
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Gathering Music/ Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Introit

Call to Worship

Leader: Two thousand years ago, the first disciples met Jesus, dropped
everything, and followed Him.

People: We gather this morning, ready to worship, and to follow You.

Leader: We sing, pray, and listen for Your Spirit to guide us on the next
steps of the journey.

People: We seek to be renewed so we may be faithful in all the
days ahead.

Hymn NCH#73  Enter, Rejoice, and Come In

Prayer of Invocation and Confession (unison)

God of power and glory, God of mighty and meek, we join together seeking
to know you. We need the guidance of your Word, and wisdom to
understand. We yearn for strength and courage to follow where you lead.
Too often we ignore wisdom. We fail to see your image in the people around
us. Forgive us, God. Open our hearts, that we may discern your purposes for
us. Help us to feel your presence in the silence we offer you...

Words of Assurance

Sharing the Peace of Christ

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you

Children’s Message
Lord’s Prayer: (trespasses)

Joys and Concerns



Pastoral Prayer
Sung Amen
Scripture Lesson: John 1:35-51

Scripture Response

Leader: For the Word in Scripture, for the Word among us,
for the Word within us:

All: Thanks be to God!

Sung Response (2 Times) Psalm 119:105
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

Sermon Come and See The Reverend Paul Nickerson
Hymn NCH #281 Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove
Call to Offering

Doxology Old Hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, you heavenly host:

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication ( unison)
God, we offer a portion of what you gave us. Bless our offerings of time,

talent and treasure. Grant us joy in giving and wisdom in serving. Ignite in us
a passion for justice and compassion for all your people. Inspire us by your
Spirit, so our ministry together makes your love known in the world. Amen.

Hymn NCH #292 Breathe on Me, Breath of God

Benediction



Benediction Response Go Now in Peace

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every
day Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true. Know He will guide you in
all you do. Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so
all the world can see. God will be there watching from above. Go now in
peace, in faith, and in love.

Pastor: Reverend Richard Malmberg
Ushers and Greeters: Dale and Bonnie Woodward
Lay reader: Betty Prentiss
Music Director: Anna Dunn
Zoom Director : Paul Looney
Office Administrator: Linda Wright
Deacon of the month: Ann Looney

Please pray for: Dean Prentiss, Bill Sudsbury, Chuck Shaw,
Dave Adams, Linda Graff

Altar flowers in memory of Bruce Martin

Rev. Paul Nickerson is a UCC Minister who has served local churches in New
England, served as a Conference Minister for Church Vitality, and for the
past 16 years has been a full-time trainer, coach and consultant for mainline
churches all over the country. Paul’s wife, Rev. Dr. Marlayna Schmidt, is Sr.
Pastor at First Congregational Church in Hampton, NH. Paul and Marlayna
reside in Beverly, MA. They have two grown sons and two grandsons,

ages 6 and 3. They also have a wonderful fox hound named Mona.

On the cover: Jesus’ Baptism by John Paul de Quay, woodcut



