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2021
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Friends,

I am so excited to write about worshipping together for the first time since I arrived
last May. We are getting ready. On May 23", we ran the Zoom service from the
sanctuary. I got to preach from the pulpit for more than a year! Zooming from the
front parlor of the parsonage, I always led worship in my slippers. I really did not
mind wearing shoes again.

On June 6, weather permitting, we will have an outdoor Communion service on the
North side of the church, near the Memorial Garden. It will be one more step toward
worshipping in the sanctuary again. When we return to the sanctuary, we will still
need to exercise an abundance of caution.

For the time being, we will have to require masks while inside the building for all
people at all times. Even though many of us are fully vaccinated, we are not asking
anything more than retail outlets and offices require, in keeping with current CDC
guidelines.

We are all tired of wearing masks. Hopefully, they will be behind us soon. Think of
wearing a mask as an act of hospitality. By wearing masks while we are in the
church, we are telling everyone who comes through the door that we want them to
feel safe with us.

In Christ,
Richard Malmberg
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I’ve been filling out the questionnaire
from the May Parish Visitor. It’s on the
dining room table so when I have another
thought to write down the page is handy.
Certainly, there are parts of Zoom church
that none of us will miss but there are some
aspects of Zoom I think will be with us for a
while (how about cold, winter meetings on
Zoom while remaining in the comforts of
our home). Please fill out the form if you
haven’t already.

Transitions are tough. Here we are
returning to the sanctuary in a hybrid model
for a few weeks (don’t forget the outside
service June 6) and we’re planning on being
in church for services starting June 20. June
20 is also the Annual Meeting. We have a
new sound system and a video camera so the
services, like the one today, May 23, are two
huge steps forward to returning completely
to the sanctuary yet continuing to reach out
to the wider community. Gordon Pugh and
Bruce and Jan Martin donated funds to pay
for the sound and video systems. Thank you.

Yesterday, May 22, Richard, Amy,
Paul, Minna and I had a practice session in
preparation for re-entry into the sanctuary.
Thank you to them for their tireless effort to
bring quality services over the last year but
especially for working to have services in
the sanctuary. With being able to broadcast
the services live on Zoom we’ll still have
Ginny, Marie, Laura, Jim, my grandchildren

(maybe) and so many others near and far
join us. And maybe, just maybe, some of the
near ones will join us in the sanctuary. There
is always hope. New people will arrive when
they experience what we do and want to be
part of it.

Here comes summer. We’re not out of
this pandemic yet. The COVID-19 virus is
still active in Cheshire County. Until a larger
percentage of our population is vaccinated
many public health professionals maintain
that we need to satisfy two of the three most
accepted guidelines in order to stay safe: be
outside, wear a mask and keep 6’ apart. If
we’re going to be in the sanctuary that
means be prepared to wear a mask and stay
6’ apart. See you in church soon.

Peace, Chuck




Women's Fellowship met at the home of
Betsey Congdon for a meeting, pot-luck
supper and fellowship on May

12th. Although there were only 11 ladies in
attendance there was good food and
enjoyable conversation. We had a short
business meeting which included an election
of officers. Sue Krebs was elected as
secretary and Jan Martin as treasurer. We
also voted to give $600.00 to Bekki Bowen
for a camp scholarship to the Horton
Center. We didn't have a planned program
and everyone was content to share life
experiences caused by the Covid 19
pandemic. Women's Fellowship had a table
at the rummage/yard sale and made a little
money - $68.15 - and Kathy donated the
$134.00 she made from the sale of her
home-made cinnamon buns.

Women's Fellowship will not be meeting
again until September.

N/

THE DEACONS

Good morning Church. We ask you all to
pray for good weather on June 6th.

It is a Communion Sunday, and the deacons
are hoping to have all of us gather together
for an outdoor service at 10 am. Our first
non-zoom service in thirteen months!
Hallelujah and Amen.

The deacons have purchased Covid safe,
individual servings of the elements for
Communion.

This will also be Pastor Richard's first face-
to-face service since he arrived thirteen
months ago.

Although there is no coffee hour planned, if
someone wishes to make coffee and punch
only, I am sure it will be greatly appreciated.

Once again, the deacons wish to thank all
who have been liturgists and scripture
readers. This is a wonderful way to
contribute your time and talents to our
church services. Thank you all again and
know that you are appreciated.

The DOMs for June are Jennifer Hanrahan
and Minna Good.

The next deacon's meetings will be
Saturday, June 5th at 9:30 am and Thursday,
June 10th at 5pm. Meetings will be at the
church, masks required.

Minna Good
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The Finance Committee has
been putting in some extra meeting time
trying to work out next year’s budget. A
final draft has not yet been completed. It
will be ready to be presented for the
approval of the congregation at the annual
meeting.

At our most recent meeting,
current net loss for this fiscal year was
reported at $55,218. Though sobering, this
was not entirely unanticipated since we have
been operating on a deficit budget. The
shortfall has been supported by withdrawals
from the endowment. Much is due to this
past year’s challenges during the pandemic.
Resuming church services should help our
revenue as we slowly resume more of our
normal activities.

The report from the
Investment Advisory Team was overall
positive, with value holding steady, though
some of the returns for the first quarter were
not optimal.

Stewardship will be promoted
this year with a series of “Stewardship
Moments” presented each Sunday until June
20", Pledge cards have been mailed to all of
you and we hope to receive them back soon.

In closing, a shout-out to all
people who helped put on the
Rummage/Yard Sale. It was truly
inspirational to see all the effort put into that
successful event. Congratulations to all!

Sue Krebs
Janet Wilson

BOARD o' TRUSTEES

We met with and contracted Bill
Farrell of William Farrell Video
Productions to film by aerial drone the
steeple and the roof of the Church. Bill
got some very good photos of the
damage to the steeple and roof that we
will present at the annual meeting.

We met with the neighbor next to
the parsonage, requesting permission to
remove limbs from the trees overhanging
her property. She brought to our attention
some of the trees that need to be removed
that are dead or dying. We are trying to
meet with Rice Tree Service to discuss
taking out some trees and trimming
others.

We met with Jerod from Tip Top
Maintenance about beginning a clean-up
of the area on the back parcel of land that
the Church purchased a couple years ago.

We have scheduled Expert Pest
Services to spray around the Parsonage
and Church for black ants, which have
now become active.

In June the annual inspection and
certification of the elevator will be done
by the State of New Hampshire,
Countryside Lock and Alarm, and Otis
Elevator.



It is with eager anticipation that we
await the beginning of repair work on the
steeple. We expect work to begin in early
July. Be warned the front area of the
Church will be taped off as a work zone
for safety.

Trustee George Jeffrey painted the
nasty door going into the furnace room!
Thanks, George! Who knew there was a
nasty door down there?

For the Trustees, Dale Woodward

Zimbabwe Container Project: July 14th

It has been a couple of years, but here we go
again! Let’s fill up boxes to send to Chiredzi
and other churches in Zimbabwe. Churches
in New Hampshire will be filling up a
shipping container to be sent over. They
have not set an exact date but are planning
on late August or early September. We need
to hustle. We plan on a drop off date at our
church on Wednesday, July 14 from 1 to
6pm. Here is what they would like to
receive:

Medical supplies—eyeglasses, magnifiers,
etc., Tools—(nothing that needs to be
plugged in), Personal Care items, Athletic
equipment, Clothes (climate appropriate
and shoes in excellent condition), Artist
supplies, Sewing items. That’s our list, so
let’s get going. Once we receive all your
items, we need to sort, box and label and be
ready to deliver to Spalding High School.

There will be more information coming in
the Thursday announcements and in the
bulletins.

Just imagine how excited our church in
Zimbabwe will be to receive gifts from us.
As Bonnie said, “It will be like Christmas”.
Please start thinking what you want to send
to our sisters and brothers in Chiredzi.

In other news, we want to thank the
volunteers at our recent Rummage Sale.

You made the day go smoothly and saved us
from overtime. We appreciate all your help.
We could not do it without you. So, we may
have to do it again in the fall.

Upcoming on June 6 and 13, will be the
Strengthen the Church offering. You’ll find
out more in a separate article.

Missions would not be in Action without
you.

Thanks for all your support. Peg Winnen,

Strengthen the Church Offering

Your “opportunity for giving” in the month
of June is to honor our 5 for 5 commitment
by giving to Strengthen the Church.

This fund goes directly to building up the
UCC by supporting leadership development,
new churches, youth ministry and
innovations in existing churches.

We will be taking contributions June 6th
and June 13th. Your checks should be made
out to First Congregational Church with
Strengthen the Church in the memo line and
put into Linda Smith’s mailbox.

Thank you for your continued commitment
to these special offerings. Chris Miller



PLEASE POST THIS CALENDAR FOR EASY REFERENCE

JUNE 2021

Sunday, June 6

Wednesday, June 9

Thursday, June 10

Saturday, June 12

Sunday, June 13

Tuesday, June 15

Sunday, June 20

Sunday, June 27

Calendar subject to change due to challenges of Covid-19

Worship Service Outdoor Service - Weekly Offering
Communion Sunday
Executive Board Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Council Meeting on Zoom
Worship Service online via Zoom - Weekly Offering

Finance Committee Meeting

* Grand Re-opening Worhip Service in the Sanctuary ! *
Annual Meeting following the service - Weekly Offering

Sunday Worship Church is Open — Weekly Offering

Tuesday, June 22nd, Clarion Deadline

Tuesday, June 22nd, Parish Visitor Deadline

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 12 noon, M-F

10:00 am

5:00 pm

5:00 pm

8:30 am

10:00 am

4:30 pm

10:00 am

10:00 am




Missions are busy !

Another $10,000 Food Challenge!
The anonymous donor has come through yet
again. This time it is for Friendly Meals
which are served twice a week in Alstead.
If the community can donate $10,000 by the
4th of July, that amount will be matched.
Let’s make this our opportunity for giving
between Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
We will need to end the donating period by
Sunday, June 27th in order for them to
receive our contributions by the 4th of July.
Thank you for stepping up to this
challenge.

We have had a lot of interest in the apple pie
recipe that was made for our bake sale.
Mystery solved. It was Rachel St. John’s pie
and here are her instructions.

“I wish it was a great story about it, but
really it is just an allrecipes.com recipe and
store- bought crust.

Filling: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/l
2682/apple-pie-by-grandma-ople/

I latticed the top and did an egg wash on it
(mix up a raw egg, brush on exposed crust
just before putting it in the oven). That's it!

I am not sure if it is okay to distribute
recipes that are from a website, but since
there is no money involved and if it is
properly credited, my guess is that it would
be fine.”
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Junel Dave & Cindy Westover
June 2  Leroy & Cheryl Watson
June4  Don and Jana Sellarole
June 15 Bruce & Jan Martin
June 20 Joel & Rachel St. John
June 26 Curt & Betsey Congdon

JUNE
BIRTHDAYS
June 3 June Houghton
June 5 Virginia Putnam
June 9 Martha Kingsbury
June 13 Geri Stevens
June 16 Erin Bowen

June 18 Sue Durgin

June 18 Becky Pearson
June 19 Debbie Timon
June 20 Jeanne Cloues
June 21 Pat Kingsbury
June 24 Jane Vesper

June 25 Tom Winmill

June 29 Shirley Byczkowski
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Friends,

I am so excited to write about worshipping together for the first time since I arrived
last May. We are getting ready. On May 23", we ran the Zoom service from the
sanctuary. I got to preach from the pulpit for more than a year! Zooming from the
front parlor of the parsonage, I always led worship in my slippers. I really did not
mind wearing shoes again.

On June 6, weather permitting, we will have an outdoor Communion service on the
North side of the church, near the Memorial Garden. It will be one more step toward
worshipping in the sanctuary again. When we return to the sanctuary, we will still
need to exercise an abundance of caution.

For the time being, we will have to require masks while inside the building for all
people at all times. Even though many of us are fully vaccinated, we are not asking
anything more than retail outlets and offices require, in keeping with current CDC
guidelines.

We are all tired of wearing masks. Hopefully, they will be behind us soon. Think of
wearing a mask as an act of hospitality. By wearing masks while we are in the
church, we are telling everyone who comes through the door that we want them to
feel safe with us.

In Christ,
Richard Malmberg
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I’ve been filling out the questionnaire
from the May Parish Visitor. It’s on the
dining room table so when I have another
thought to write down the page is handy.
Certainly, there are parts of Zoom church
that none of us will miss but there are some
aspects of Zoom I think will be with us for a
while (how about cold, winter meetings on
Zoom while remaining in the comforts of
our home). Please fill out the form if you
haven’t already.

Transitions are tough. Here we are
returning to the sanctuary in a hybrid model
for a few weeks (don’t forget the outside
service June 6) and we’re planning on being
in church for services starting June 20. June
20 is also the Annual Meeting. We have a
new sound system and a video camera so the
services, like the one today, May 23, are two
huge steps forward to returning completely
to the sanctuary yet continuing to reach out
to the wider community. Gordon Pugh and
Bruce and Jan Martin donated funds to pay
for the sound and video systems. Thank you.

Yesterday, May 22, Richard, Amy,
Paul, Minna and I had a practice session in
preparation for re-entry into the sanctuary.
Thank you to them for their tireless effort to
bring quality services over the last year but
especially for working to have services in
the sanctuary. With being able to broadcast
the services live on Zoom we’ll still have
Ginny, Marie, Laura, Jim, my grandchildren

(maybe) and so many others near and far
join us. And maybe, just maybe, some of the
near ones will join us in the sanctuary. There
is always hope. New people will arrive when
they experience what we do and want to be
part of it.

Here comes summer. We’re not out of
this pandemic yet. The COVID-19 virus is
still active in Cheshire County. Until a larger
percentage of our population is vaccinated
many public health professionals maintain
that we need to satisfy two of the three most
accepted guidelines in order to stay safe: be
outside, wear a mask and keep 6’ apart. If
we’re going to be in the sanctuary that
means be prepared to wear a mask and stay
6’ apart. See you in church soon.

Peace, Chuck




Women's Fellowship met at the home of
Betsey Congdon for a meeting, pot-luck
supper and fellowship on May

12th. Although there were only 11 ladies in
attendance there was good food and
enjoyable conversation. We had a short
business meeting which included an election
of officers. Sue Krebs was elected as
secretary and Jan Martin as treasurer. We
also voted to give $600.00 to Bekki Bowen
for a camp scholarship to the Horton
Center. We didn't have a planned program
and everyone was content to share life
experiences caused by the Covid 19
pandemic. Women's Fellowship had a table
at the rummage/yard sale and made a little
money - $68.15 - and Kathy donated the
$134.00 she made from the sale of her
home-made cinnamon buns.

Women's Fellowship will not be meeting
again until September.

N/

THE DEACONS

Good morning Church. We ask you all to
pray for good weather on June 6th.

It is a Communion Sunday, and the deacons
are hoping to have all of us gather together
for an outdoor service at 10 am. Our first
non-zoom service in thirteen months!
Hallelujah and Amen.

The deacons have purchased Covid safe,
individual servings of the elements for
Communion.

This will also be Pastor Richard's first face-
to-face service since he arrived thirteen
months ago.

Although there is no coffee hour planned, if
someone wishes to make coffee and punch
only, I am sure it will be greatly appreciated.

Once again, the deacons wish to thank all
who have been liturgists and scripture
readers. This is a wonderful way to
contribute your time and talents to our
church services. Thank you all again and
know that you are appreciated.

The DOMs for June are Jennifer Hanrahan
and Minna Good.

The next deacon's meetings will be
Saturday, June 5th at 9:30 am and Thursday,
June 10th at 5pm. Meetings will be at the
church, masks required.

Minna Good
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The Finance Committee has
been putting in some extra meeting time
trying to work out next year’s budget. A
final draft has not yet been completed. It
will be ready to be presented for the
approval of the congregation at the annual
meeting.

At our most recent meeting,
current net loss for this fiscal year was
reported at $55,218. Though sobering, this
was not entirely unanticipated since we have
been operating on a deficit budget. The
shortfall has been supported by withdrawals
from the endowment. Much is due to this
past year’s challenges during the pandemic.
Resuming church services should help our
revenue as we slowly resume more of our
normal activities.

The report from the
Investment Advisory Team was overall
positive, with value holding steady, though
some of the returns for the first quarter were
not optimal.

Stewardship will be promoted
this year with a series of “Stewardship
Moments” presented each Sunday until June
20", Pledge cards have been mailed to all of
you and we hope to receive them back soon.

In closing, a shout-out to all
people who helped put on the
Rummage/Yard Sale. It was truly
inspirational to see all the effort put into that
successful event. Congratulations to all!

Sue Krebs
Janet Wilson

BOARD o' TRUSTEES

We met with and contracted Bill
Farrell of William Farrell Video
Productions to film by aerial drone the
steeple and the roof of the Church. Bill
got some very good photos of the
damage to the steeple and roof that we
will present at the annual meeting.

We met with the neighbor next to
the parsonage, requesting permission to
remove limbs from the trees overhanging
her property. She brought to our attention
some of the trees that need to be removed
that are dead or dying. We are trying to
meet with Rice Tree Service to discuss
taking out some trees and trimming
others.

We met with Jerod from Tip Top
Maintenance about beginning a clean-up
of the area on the back parcel of land that
the Church purchased a couple years ago.

We have scheduled Expert Pest
Services to spray around the Parsonage
and Church for black ants, which have
now become active.

In June the annual inspection and
certification of the elevator will be done
by the State of New Hampshire,
Countryside Lock and Alarm, and Otis
Elevator.



It is with eager anticipation that we
await the beginning of repair work on the
steeple. We expect work to begin in early
July. Be warned the front area of the
Church will be taped off as a work zone
for safety.

Trustee George Jeffrey painted the
nasty door going into the furnace room!
Thanks, George! Who knew there was a
nasty door down there?

For the Trustees, Dale Woodward

Zimbabwe Container Project: July 14th

It has been a couple of years, but here we go
again! Let’s fill up boxes to send to Chiredzi
and other churches in Zimbabwe. Churches
in New Hampshire will be filling up a
shipping container to be sent over. They
have not set an exact date but are planning
on late August or early September. We need
to hustle. We plan on a drop off date at our
church on Wednesday, July 14 from 1 to
6pm. Here is what they would like to
receive:

Medical supplies—eyeglasses, magnifiers,
etc., Tools—(nothing that needs to be
plugged in), Personal Care items, Athletic
equipment, Clothes (climate appropriate
and shoes in excellent condition), Artist
supplies, Sewing items. That’s our list, so
let’s get going. Once we receive all your
items, we need to sort, box and label and be
ready to deliver to Spalding High School.

There will be more information coming in
the Thursday announcements and in the
bulletins.

Just imagine how excited our church in
Zimbabwe will be to receive gifts from us.
As Bonnie said, “It will be like Christmas”.
Please start thinking what you want to send
to our sisters and brothers in Chiredzi.

In other news, we want to thank the
volunteers at our recent Rummage Sale.

You made the day go smoothly and saved us
from overtime. We appreciate all your help.
We could not do it without you. So, we may
have to do it again in the fall.

Upcoming on June 6 and 13, will be the
Strengthen the Church offering. You’ll find
out more in a separate article.

Missions would not be in Action without
you.

Thanks for all your support. Peg Winnen,

Strengthen the Church Offering

Your “opportunity for giving” in the month
of June is to honor our 5 for 5 commitment
by giving to Strengthen the Church.

This fund goes directly to building up the
UCC by supporting leadership development,
new churches, youth ministry and
innovations in existing churches.

We will be taking contributions June 6th
and June 13th. Your checks should be made
out to First Congregational Church with
Strengthen the Church in the memo line and
put into Linda Smith’s mailbox.

Thank you for your continued commitment
to these special offerings. Chris Miller
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Sunday, June 6

Wednesday, June 9

Thursday, June 10

Saturday, June 12

Sunday, June 13

Tuesday, June 15

Sunday, June 20

Sunday, June 27

Calendar subject to change due to challenges of Covid-19

Worship Service Outdoor Service - Weekly Offering
Communion Sunday
Executive Board Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Council Meeting on Zoom
Worship Service online via Zoom - Weekly Offering

Finance Committee Meeting

* Grand Re-opening Worhip Service in the Sanctuary ! *
Annual Meeting following the service - Weekly Offering

Sunday Worship Church is Open — Weekly Offering

Tuesday, June 22nd, Clarion Deadline

Tuesday, June 22nd, Parish Visitor Deadline

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 12 noon, M-F

10:00 am

5:00 pm

5:00 pm

8:30 am

10:00 am

4:30 pm

10:00 am

10:00 am




Missions are busy !

Another $10,000 Food Challenge!
The anonymous donor has come through yet
again. This time it is for Friendly Meals
which are served twice a week in Alstead.
If the community can donate $10,000 by the
4th of July, that amount will be matched.
Let’s make this our opportunity for giving
between Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
We will need to end the donating period by
Sunday, June 27th in order for them to
receive our contributions by the 4th of July.
Thank you for stepping up to this
challenge.

We have had a lot of interest in the apple pie
recipe that was made for our bake sale.
Mystery solved. It was Rachel St. John’s pie
and here are her instructions.

“I wish it was a great story about it, but
really it is just an allrecipes.com recipe and
store- bought crust.

Filling: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/l
2682/apple-pie-by-grandma-ople/

I latticed the top and did an egg wash on it
(mix up a raw egg, brush on exposed crust
just before putting it in the oven). That's it!

I am not sure if it is okay to distribute
recipes that are from a website, but since
there is no money involved and if it is
properly credited, my guess is that it would
be fine.”
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Friends,

I am so excited to write about worshipping together for the first time since I arrived
last May. We are getting ready. On May 23", we ran the Zoom service from the
sanctuary. I got to preach from the pulpit for more than a year! Zooming from the
front parlor of the parsonage, I always led worship in my slippers. I really did not
mind wearing shoes again.

On June 6, weather permitting, we will have an outdoor Communion service on the
North side of the church, near the Memorial Garden. It will be one more step toward
worshipping in the sanctuary again. When we return to the sanctuary, we will still
need to exercise an abundance of caution.

For the time being, we will have to require masks while inside the building for all
people at all times. Even though many of us are fully vaccinated, we are not asking
anything more than retail outlets and offices require, in keeping with current CDC
guidelines.

We are all tired of wearing masks. Hopefully, they will be behind us soon. Think of
wearing a mask as an act of hospitality. By wearing masks while we are in the
church, we are telling everyone who comes through the door that we want them to
feel safe with us.

In Christ,
Richard Malmberg
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I’ve been filling out the questionnaire
from the May Parish Visitor. It’s on the
dining room table so when I have another
thought to write down the page is handy.
Certainly, there are parts of Zoom church
that none of us will miss but there are some
aspects of Zoom I think will be with us for a
while (how about cold, winter meetings on
Zoom while remaining in the comforts of
our home). Please fill out the form if you
haven’t already.

Transitions are tough. Here we are
returning to the sanctuary in a hybrid model
for a few weeks (don’t forget the outside
service June 6) and we’re planning on being
in church for services starting June 20. June
20 is also the Annual Meeting. We have a
new sound system and a video camera so the
services, like the one today, May 23, are two
huge steps forward to returning completely
to the sanctuary yet continuing to reach out
to the wider community. Gordon Pugh and
Bruce and Jan Martin donated funds to pay
for the sound and video systems. Thank you.

Yesterday, May 22, Richard, Amy,
Paul, Minna and I had a practice session in
preparation for re-entry into the sanctuary.
Thank you to them for their tireless effort to
bring quality services over the last year but
especially for working to have services in
the sanctuary. With being able to broadcast
the services live on Zoom we’ll still have
Ginny, Marie, Laura, Jim, my grandchildren

(maybe) and so many others near and far
join us. And maybe, just maybe, some of the
near ones will join us in the sanctuary. There
is always hope. New people will arrive when
they experience what we do and want to be
part of it.

Here comes summer. We’re not out of
this pandemic yet. The COVID-19 virus is
still active in Cheshire County. Until a larger
percentage of our population is vaccinated
many public health professionals maintain
that we need to satisfy two of the three most
accepted guidelines in order to stay safe: be
outside, wear a mask and keep 6’ apart. If
we’re going to be in the sanctuary that
means be prepared to wear a mask and stay
6’ apart. See you in church soon.

Peace, Chuck




Women's Fellowship met at the home of
Betsey Congdon for a meeting, pot-luck
supper and fellowship on May

12th. Although there were only 11 ladies in
attendance there was good food and
enjoyable conversation. We had a short
business meeting which included an election
of officers. Sue Krebs was elected as
secretary and Jan Martin as treasurer. We
also voted to give $600.00 to Bekki Bowen
for a camp scholarship to the Horton
Center. We didn't have a planned program
and everyone was content to share life
experiences caused by the Covid 19
pandemic. Women's Fellowship had a table
at the rummage/yard sale and made a little
money - $68.15 - and Kathy donated the
$134.00 she made from the sale of her
home-made cinnamon buns.

Women's Fellowship will not be meeting
again until September.

N/

THE DEACONS

Good morning Church. We ask you all to
pray for good weather on June 6th.

It is a Communion Sunday, and the deacons
are hoping to have all of us gather together
for an outdoor service at 10 am. Our first
non-zoom service in thirteen months!
Hallelujah and Amen.

The deacons have purchased Covid safe,
individual servings of the elements for
Communion.

This will also be Pastor Richard's first face-
to-face service since he arrived thirteen
months ago.

Although there is no coffee hour planned, if
someone wishes to make coffee and punch
only, I am sure it will be greatly appreciated.

Once again, the deacons wish to thank all
who have been liturgists and scripture
readers. This is a wonderful way to
contribute your time and talents to our
church services. Thank you all again and
know that you are appreciated.

The DOMs for June are Jennifer Hanrahan
and Minna Good.

The next deacon's meetings will be
Saturday, June 5th at 9:30 am and Thursday,
June 10th at 5pm. Meetings will be at the
church, masks required.

Minna Good
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The Finance Committee has
been putting in some extra meeting time
trying to work out next year’s budget. A
final draft has not yet been completed. It
will be ready to be presented for the
approval of the congregation at the annual
meeting.

At our most recent meeting,
current net loss for this fiscal year was
reported at $55,218. Though sobering, this
was not entirely unanticipated since we have
been operating on a deficit budget. The
shortfall has been supported by withdrawals
from the endowment. Much is due to this
past year’s challenges during the pandemic.
Resuming church services should help our
revenue as we slowly resume more of our
normal activities.

The report from the
Investment Advisory Team was overall
positive, with value holding steady, though
some of the returns for the first quarter were
not optimal.

Stewardship will be promoted
this year with a series of “Stewardship
Moments” presented each Sunday until June
20", Pledge cards have been mailed to all of
you and we hope to receive them back soon.

In closing, a shout-out to all
people who helped put on the
Rummage/Yard Sale. It was truly
inspirational to see all the effort put into that
successful event. Congratulations to all!

Sue Krebs
Janet Wilson

BOARD o' TRUSTEES

We met with and contracted Bill
Farrell of William Farrell Video
Productions to film by aerial drone the
steeple and the roof of the Church. Bill
got some very good photos of the
damage to the steeple and roof that we
will present at the annual meeting.

We met with the neighbor next to
the parsonage, requesting permission to
remove limbs from the trees overhanging
her property. She brought to our attention
some of the trees that need to be removed
that are dead or dying. We are trying to
meet with Rice Tree Service to discuss
taking out some trees and trimming
others.

We met with Jerod from Tip Top
Maintenance about beginning a clean-up
of the area on the back parcel of land that
the Church purchased a couple years ago.

We have scheduled Expert Pest
Services to spray around the Parsonage
and Church for black ants, which have
now become active.

In June the annual inspection and
certification of the elevator will be done
by the State of New Hampshire,
Countryside Lock and Alarm, and Otis
Elevator.



It is with eager anticipation that we
await the beginning of repair work on the
steeple. We expect work to begin in early
July. Be warned the front area of the
Church will be taped off as a work zone
for safety.

Trustee George Jeffrey painted the
nasty door going into the furnace room!
Thanks, George! Who knew there was a
nasty door down there?

For the Trustees, Dale Woodward

Zimbabwe Container Project: July 14th

It has been a couple of years, but here we go
again! Let’s fill up boxes to send to Chiredzi
and other churches in Zimbabwe. Churches
in New Hampshire will be filling up a
shipping container to be sent over. They
have not set an exact date but are planning
on late August or early September. We need
to hustle. We plan on a drop off date at our
church on Wednesday, July 14 from 1 to
6pm. Here is what they would like to
receive:

Medical supplies—eyeglasses, magnifiers,
etc., Tools—(nothing that needs to be
plugged in), Personal Care items, Athletic
equipment, Clothes (climate appropriate
and shoes in excellent condition), Artist
supplies, Sewing items. That’s our list, so
let’s get going. Once we receive all your
items, we need to sort, box and label and be
ready to deliver to Spalding High School.

There will be more information coming in
the Thursday announcements and in the
bulletins.

Just imagine how excited our church in
Zimbabwe will be to receive gifts from us.
As Bonnie said, “It will be like Christmas”.
Please start thinking what you want to send
to our sisters and brothers in Chiredzi.

In other news, we want to thank the
volunteers at our recent Rummage Sale.

You made the day go smoothly and saved us
from overtime. We appreciate all your help.
We could not do it without you. So, we may
have to do it again in the fall.

Upcoming on June 6 and 13, will be the
Strengthen the Church offering. You’ll find
out more in a separate article.

Missions would not be in Action without
you.

Thanks for all your support. Peg Winnen,

Strengthen the Church Offering

Your “opportunity for giving” in the month
of June is to honor our 5 for 5 commitment
by giving to Strengthen the Church.

This fund goes directly to building up the
UCC by supporting leadership development,
new churches, youth ministry and
innovations in existing churches.

We will be taking contributions June 6th
and June 13th. Your checks should be made
out to First Congregational Church with
Strengthen the Church in the memo line and
put into Linda Smith’s mailbox.

Thank you for your continued commitment
to these special offerings. Chris Miller



PLEASE POST THIS CALENDAR FOR EASY REFERENCE

JUNE 2021

Sunday, June 6

Wednesday, June 9

Thursday, June 10

Saturday, June 12

Sunday, June 13

Tuesday, June 15

Sunday, June 20

Sunday, June 27

Calendar subject to change due to challenges of Covid-19

Worship Service Outdoor Service - Weekly Offering
Communion Sunday
Executive Board Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Council Meeting on Zoom
Worship Service online via Zoom - Weekly Offering

Finance Committee Meeting

* Grand Re-opening Worhip Service in the Sanctuary ! *
Annual Meeting following the service - Weekly Offering

Sunday Worship Church is Open — Weekly Offering

Tuesday, June 22nd, Clarion Deadline

Tuesday, June 22nd, Parish Visitor Deadline

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 12 noon, M-F

10:00 am

5:00 pm

5:00 pm

8:30 am

10:00 am

4:30 pm

10:00 am

10:00 am




Missions are busy !

Another $10,000 Food Challenge!
The anonymous donor has come through yet
again. This time it is for Friendly Meals
which are served twice a week in Alstead.
If the community can donate $10,000 by the
4th of July, that amount will be matched.
Let’s make this our opportunity for giving
between Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
We will need to end the donating period by
Sunday, June 27th in order for them to
receive our contributions by the 4th of July.
Thank you for stepping up to this
challenge.

We have had a lot of interest in the apple pie
recipe that was made for our bake sale.
Mystery solved. It was Rachel St. John’s pie
and here are her instructions.

“I wish it was a great story about it, but
really it is just an allrecipes.com recipe and
store- bought crust.

Filling: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/l
2682/apple-pie-by-grandma-ople/

I latticed the top and did an egg wash on it
(mix up a raw egg, brush on exposed crust
just before putting it in the oven). That's it!

I am not sure if it is okay to distribute
recipes that are from a website, but since
there is no money involved and if it is
properly credited, my guess is that it would
be fine.”
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Junel Dave & Cindy Westover
June 2  Leroy & Cheryl Watson
June4  Don and Jana Sellarole
June 15 Bruce & Jan Martin
June 20 Joel & Rachel St. John
June 26 Curt & Betsey Congdon

JUNE
BIRTHDAYS
June 3 June Houghton
June 5 Virginia Putnam
June 9 Martha Kingsbury
June 13 Geri Stevens
June 16 Erin Bowen

June 18 Sue Durgin

June 18 Becky Pearson
June 19 Debbie Timon
June 20 Jeanne Cloues
June 21 Pat Kingsbury
June 24 Jane Vesper

June 25 Tom Winmill

June 29 Shirley Byczkowski
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First Congregational Church UCC
603-756-4075
walpolechurch@yahoo.com
www.walpolenhucc.org

2021
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Friends,

I am so excited to write about worshipping together for the first time since I arrived
last May. We are getting ready. On May 23", we ran the Zoom service from the
sanctuary. I got to preach from the pulpit for more than a year! Zooming from the
front parlor of the parsonage, I always led worship in my slippers. I really did not
mind wearing shoes again.

On June 6, weather permitting, we will have an outdoor Communion service on the
North side of the church, near the Memorial Garden. It will be one more step toward
worshipping in the sanctuary again. When we return to the sanctuary, we will still
need to exercise an abundance of caution.

For the time being, we will have to require masks while inside the building for all
people at all times. Even though many of us are fully vaccinated, we are not asking
anything more than retail outlets and offices require, in keeping with current CDC
guidelines.

We are all tired of wearing masks. Hopefully, they will be behind us soon. Think of
wearing a mask as an act of hospitality. By wearing masks while we are in the
church, we are telling everyone who comes through the door that we want them to
feel safe with us.

In Christ,
Richard Malmberg
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I’ve been filling out the questionnaire
from the May Parish Visitor. It’s on the
dining room table so when I have another
thought to write down the page is handy.
Certainly, there are parts of Zoom church
that none of us will miss but there are some
aspects of Zoom I think will be with us for a
while (how about cold, winter meetings on
Zoom while remaining in the comforts of
our home). Please fill out the form if you
haven’t already.

Transitions are tough. Here we are
returning to the sanctuary in a hybrid model
for a few weeks (don’t forget the outside
service June 6) and we’re planning on being
in church for services starting June 20. June
20 is also the Annual Meeting. We have a
new sound system and a video camera so the
services, like the one today, May 23, are two
huge steps forward to returning completely
to the sanctuary yet continuing to reach out
to the wider community. Gordon Pugh and
Bruce and Jan Martin donated funds to pay
for the sound and video systems. Thank you.

Yesterday, May 22, Richard, Amy,
Paul, Minna and I had a practice session in
preparation for re-entry into the sanctuary.
Thank you to them for their tireless effort to
bring quality services over the last year but
especially for working to have services in
the sanctuary. With being able to broadcast
the services live on Zoom we’ll still have
Ginny, Marie, Laura, Jim, my grandchildren

(maybe) and so many others near and far
join us. And maybe, just maybe, some of the
near ones will join us in the sanctuary. There
is always hope. New people will arrive when
they experience what we do and want to be
part of it.

Here comes summer. We’re not out of
this pandemic yet. The COVID-19 virus is
still active in Cheshire County. Until a larger
percentage of our population is vaccinated
many public health professionals maintain
that we need to satisfy two of the three most
accepted guidelines in order to stay safe: be
outside, wear a mask and keep 6’ apart. If
we’re going to be in the sanctuary that
means be prepared to wear a mask and stay
6’ apart. See you in church soon.

Peace, Chuck




Women's Fellowship met at the home of
Betsey Congdon for a meeting, pot-luck
supper and fellowship on May

12th. Although there were only 11 ladies in
attendance there was good food and
enjoyable conversation. We had a short
business meeting which included an election
of officers. Sue Krebs was elected as
secretary and Jan Martin as treasurer. We
also voted to give $600.00 to Bekki Bowen
for a camp scholarship to the Horton
Center. We didn't have a planned program
and everyone was content to share life
experiences caused by the Covid 19
pandemic. Women's Fellowship had a table
at the rummage/yard sale and made a little
money - $68.15 - and Kathy donated the
$134.00 she made from the sale of her
home-made cinnamon buns.

Women's Fellowship will not be meeting
again until September.

N/

THE DEACONS

Good morning Church. We ask you all to
pray for good weather on June 6th.

It is a Communion Sunday, and the deacons
are hoping to have all of us gather together
for an outdoor service at 10 am. Our first
non-zoom service in thirteen months!
Hallelujah and Amen.

The deacons have purchased Covid safe,
individual servings of the elements for
Communion.

This will also be Pastor Richard's first face-
to-face service since he arrived thirteen
months ago.

Although there is no coffee hour planned, if
someone wishes to make coffee and punch
only, I am sure it will be greatly appreciated.

Once again, the deacons wish to thank all
who have been liturgists and scripture
readers. This is a wonderful way to
contribute your time and talents to our
church services. Thank you all again and
know that you are appreciated.

The DOMs for June are Jennifer Hanrahan
and Minna Good.

The next deacon's meetings will be
Saturday, June 5th at 9:30 am and Thursday,
June 10th at 5pm. Meetings will be at the
church, masks required.

Minna Good



."’l \\_‘ -;'
— 4
%,

Finance '
Com%ttee

The Finance Committee has
been putting in some extra meeting time
trying to work out next year’s budget. A
final draft has not yet been completed. It
will be ready to be presented for the
approval of the congregation at the annual
meeting.

At our most recent meeting,
current net loss for this fiscal year was
reported at $55,218. Though sobering, this
was not entirely unanticipated since we have
been operating on a deficit budget. The
shortfall has been supported by withdrawals
from the endowment. Much is due to this
past year’s challenges during the pandemic.
Resuming church services should help our
revenue as we slowly resume more of our
normal activities.

The report from the
Investment Advisory Team was overall
positive, with value holding steady, though
some of the returns for the first quarter were
not optimal.

Stewardship will be promoted
this year with a series of “Stewardship
Moments” presented each Sunday until June
20", Pledge cards have been mailed to all of
you and we hope to receive them back soon.

In closing, a shout-out to all
people who helped put on the
Rummage/Yard Sale. It was truly
inspirational to see all the effort put into that
successful event. Congratulations to all!

Sue Krebs
Janet Wilson

BOARD o' TRUSTEES

We met with and contracted Bill
Farrell of William Farrell Video
Productions to film by aerial drone the
steeple and the roof of the Church. Bill
got some very good photos of the
damage to the steeple and roof that we
will present at the annual meeting.

We met with the neighbor next to
the parsonage, requesting permission to
remove limbs from the trees overhanging
her property. She brought to our attention
some of the trees that need to be removed
that are dead or dying. We are trying to
meet with Rice Tree Service to discuss
taking out some trees and trimming
others.

We met with Jerod from Tip Top
Maintenance about beginning a clean-up
of the area on the back parcel of land that
the Church purchased a couple years ago.

We have scheduled Expert Pest
Services to spray around the Parsonage
and Church for black ants, which have
now become active.

In June the annual inspection and
certification of the elevator will be done
by the State of New Hampshire,
Countryside Lock and Alarm, and Otis
Elevator.



It is with eager anticipation that we
await the beginning of repair work on the
steeple. We expect work to begin in early
July. Be warned the front area of the
Church will be taped off as a work zone
for safety.

Trustee George Jeffrey painted the
nasty door going into the furnace room!
Thanks, George! Who knew there was a
nasty door down there?

For the Trustees, Dale Woodward

Zimbabwe Container Project: July 14th

It has been a couple of years, but here we go
again! Let’s fill up boxes to send to Chiredzi
and other churches in Zimbabwe. Churches
in New Hampshire will be filling up a
shipping container to be sent over. They
have not set an exact date but are planning
on late August or early September. We need
to hustle. We plan on a drop off date at our
church on Wednesday, July 14 from 1 to
6pm. Here is what they would like to
receive:

Medical supplies—eyeglasses, magnifiers,
etc., Tools—(nothing that needs to be
plugged in), Personal Care items, Athletic
equipment, Clothes (climate appropriate
and shoes in excellent condition), Artist
supplies, Sewing items. That’s our list, so
let’s get going. Once we receive all your
items, we need to sort, box and label and be
ready to deliver to Spalding High School.

There will be more information coming in
the Thursday announcements and in the
bulletins.

Just imagine how excited our church in
Zimbabwe will be to receive gifts from us.
As Bonnie said, “It will be like Christmas”.
Please start thinking what you want to send
to our sisters and brothers in Chiredzi.

In other news, we want to thank the
volunteers at our recent Rummage Sale.

You made the day go smoothly and saved us
from overtime. We appreciate all your help.
We could not do it without you. So, we may
have to do it again in the fall.

Upcoming on June 6 and 13, will be the
Strengthen the Church offering. You’ll find
out more in a separate article.

Missions would not be in Action without
you.

Thanks for all your support. Peg Winnen,

Strengthen the Church Offering

Your “opportunity for giving” in the month
of June is to honor our 5 for 5 commitment
by giving to Strengthen the Church.

This fund goes directly to building up the
UCC by supporting leadership development,
new churches, youth ministry and
innovations in existing churches.

We will be taking contributions June 6th
and June 13th. Your checks should be made
out to First Congregational Church with
Strengthen the Church in the memo line and
put into Linda Smith’s mailbox.

Thank you for your continued commitment
to these special offerings. Chris Miller



PLEASE POST THIS CALENDAR FOR EASY REFERENCE

JUNE 2021

Sunday, June 6

Wednesday, June 9

Thursday, June 10

Saturday, June 12

Sunday, June 13

Tuesday, June 15

Sunday, June 20

Sunday, June 27

Calendar subject to change due to challenges of Covid-19

Worship Service Outdoor Service - Weekly Offering
Communion Sunday
Executive Board Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Council Meeting on Zoom
Worship Service online via Zoom - Weekly Offering

Finance Committee Meeting

* Grand Re-opening Worhip Service in the Sanctuary ! *
Annual Meeting following the service - Weekly Offering

Sunday Worship Church is Open — Weekly Offering

Tuesday, June 22nd, Clarion Deadline

Tuesday, June 22nd, Parish Visitor Deadline

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 12 noon, M-F

10:00 am

5:00 pm

5:00 pm

8:30 am

10:00 am

4:30 pm

10:00 am

10:00 am




Missions are busy !

Another $10,000 Food Challenge!
The anonymous donor has come through yet
again. This time it is for Friendly Meals
which are served twice a week in Alstead.
If the community can donate $10,000 by the
4th of July, that amount will be matched.
Let’s make this our opportunity for giving
between Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
We will need to end the donating period by
Sunday, June 27th in order for them to
receive our contributions by the 4th of July.
Thank you for stepping up to this
challenge.

We have had a lot of interest in the apple pie
recipe that was made for our bake sale.
Mystery solved. It was Rachel St. John’s pie
and here are her instructions.

“I wish it was a great story about it, but
really it is just an allrecipes.com recipe and
store- bought crust.

Filling: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/l
2682/apple-pie-by-grandma-ople/

I latticed the top and did an egg wash on it
(mix up a raw egg, brush on exposed crust
just before putting it in the oven). That's it!

I am not sure if it is okay to distribute
recipes that are from a website, but since
there is no money involved and if it is
properly credited, my guess is that it would
be fine.”
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Junel Dave & Cindy Westover
June 2  Leroy & Cheryl Watson
June4  Don and Jana Sellarole
June 15 Bruce & Jan Martin
June 20 Joel & Rachel St. John
June 26 Curt & Betsey Congdon

JUNE
BIRTHDAYS
June 3 June Houghton
June 5 Virginia Putnam
June 9 Martha Kingsbury
June 13 Geri Stevens
June 16 Erin Bowen

June 18 Sue Durgin

June 18 Becky Pearson
June 19 Debbie Timon
June 20 Jeanne Cloues
June 21 Pat Kingsbury
June 24 Jane Vesper

June 25 Tom Winmill

June 29 Shirley Byczkowski
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2021
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Friends,

I am so excited to write about worshipping together for the first time since I arrived
last May. We are getting ready. On May 23", we ran the Zoom service from the
sanctuary. I got to preach from the pulpit for more than a year! Zooming from the
front parlor of the parsonage, I always led worship in my slippers. I really did not
mind wearing shoes again.

On June 6, weather permitting, we will have an outdoor Communion service on the
North side of the church, near the Memorial Garden. It will be one more step toward
worshipping in the sanctuary again. When we return to the sanctuary, we will still
need to exercise an abundance of caution.

For the time being, we will have to require masks while inside the building for all
people at all times. Even though many of us are fully vaccinated, we are not asking
anything more than retail outlets and offices require, in keeping with current CDC
guidelines.

We are all tired of wearing masks. Hopefully, they will be behind us soon. Think of
wearing a mask as an act of hospitality. By wearing masks while we are in the
church, we are telling everyone who comes through the door that we want them to
feel safe with us.

In Christ,
Richard Malmberg
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I’ve been filling out the questionnaire
from the May Parish Visitor. It’s on the
dining room table so when I have another
thought to write down the page is handy.
Certainly, there are parts of Zoom church
that none of us will miss but there are some
aspects of Zoom I think will be with us for a
while (how about cold, winter meetings on
Zoom while remaining in the comforts of
our home). Please fill out the form if you
haven’t already.

Transitions are tough. Here we are
returning to the sanctuary in a hybrid model
for a few weeks (don’t forget the outside
service June 6) and we’re planning on being
in church for services starting June 20. June
20 is also the Annual Meeting. We have a
new sound system and a video camera so the
services, like the one today, May 23, are two
huge steps forward to returning completely
to the sanctuary yet continuing to reach out
to the wider community. Gordon Pugh and
Bruce and Jan Martin donated funds to pay
for the sound and video systems. Thank you.

Yesterday, May 22, Richard, Amy,
Paul, Minna and I had a practice session in
preparation for re-entry into the sanctuary.
Thank you to them for their tireless effort to
bring quality services over the last year but
especially for working to have services in
the sanctuary. With being able to broadcast
the services live on Zoom we’ll still have
Ginny, Marie, Laura, Jim, my grandchildren

(maybe) and so many others near and far
join us. And maybe, just maybe, some of the
near ones will join us in the sanctuary. There
is always hope. New people will arrive when
they experience what we do and want to be
part of it.

Here comes summer. We’re not out of
this pandemic yet. The COVID-19 virus is
still active in Cheshire County. Until a larger
percentage of our population is vaccinated
many public health professionals maintain
that we need to satisfy two of the three most
accepted guidelines in order to stay safe: be
outside, wear a mask and keep 6’ apart. If
we’re going to be in the sanctuary that
means be prepared to wear a mask and stay
6’ apart. See you in church soon.

Peace, Chuck




Women's Fellowship met at the home of
Betsey Congdon for a meeting, pot-luck
supper and fellowship on May

12th. Although there were only 11 ladies in
attendance there was good food and
enjoyable conversation. We had a short
business meeting which included an election
of officers. Sue Krebs was elected as
secretary and Jan Martin as treasurer. We
also voted to give $600.00 to Bekki Bowen
for a camp scholarship to the Horton
Center. We didn't have a planned program
and everyone was content to share life
experiences caused by the Covid 19
pandemic. Women's Fellowship had a table
at the rummage/yard sale and made a little
money - $68.15 - and Kathy donated the
$134.00 she made from the sale of her
home-made cinnamon buns.

Women's Fellowship will not be meeting
again until September.

N/

THE DEACONS

Good morning Church. We ask you all to
pray for good weather on June 6th.

It is a Communion Sunday, and the deacons
are hoping to have all of us gather together
for an outdoor service at 10 am. Our first
non-zoom service in thirteen months!
Hallelujah and Amen.

The deacons have purchased Covid safe,
individual servings of the elements for
Communion.

This will also be Pastor Richard's first face-
to-face service since he arrived thirteen
months ago.

Although there is no coffee hour planned, if
someone wishes to make coffee and punch
only, I am sure it will be greatly appreciated.

Once again, the deacons wish to thank all
who have been liturgists and scripture
readers. This is a wonderful way to
contribute your time and talents to our
church services. Thank you all again and
know that you are appreciated.

The DOMs for June are Jennifer Hanrahan
and Minna Good.

The next deacon's meetings will be
Saturday, June 5th at 9:30 am and Thursday,
June 10th at 5pm. Meetings will be at the
church, masks required.

Minna Good
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The Finance Committee has
been putting in some extra meeting time
trying to work out next year’s budget. A
final draft has not yet been completed. It
will be ready to be presented for the
approval of the congregation at the annual
meeting.

At our most recent meeting,
current net loss for this fiscal year was
reported at $55,218. Though sobering, this
was not entirely unanticipated since we have
been operating on a deficit budget. The
shortfall has been supported by withdrawals
from the endowment. Much is due to this
past year’s challenges during the pandemic.
Resuming church services should help our
revenue as we slowly resume more of our
normal activities.

The report from the
Investment Advisory Team was overall
positive, with value holding steady, though
some of the returns for the first quarter were
not optimal.

Stewardship will be promoted
this year with a series of “Stewardship
Moments” presented each Sunday until June
20", Pledge cards have been mailed to all of
you and we hope to receive them back soon.

In closing, a shout-out to all
people who helped put on the
Rummage/Yard Sale. It was truly
inspirational to see all the effort put into that
successful event. Congratulations to all!

Sue Krebs
Janet Wilson

BOARD o' TRUSTEES

We met with and contracted Bill
Farrell of William Farrell Video
Productions to film by aerial drone the
steeple and the roof of the Church. Bill
got some very good photos of the
damage to the steeple and roof that we
will present at the annual meeting.

We met with the neighbor next to
the parsonage, requesting permission to
remove limbs from the trees overhanging
her property. She brought to our attention
some of the trees that need to be removed
that are dead or dying. We are trying to
meet with Rice Tree Service to discuss
taking out some trees and trimming
others.

We met with Jerod from Tip Top
Maintenance about beginning a clean-up
of the area on the back parcel of land that
the Church purchased a couple years ago.

We have scheduled Expert Pest
Services to spray around the Parsonage
and Church for black ants, which have
now become active.

In June the annual inspection and
certification of the elevator will be done
by the State of New Hampshire,
Countryside Lock and Alarm, and Otis
Elevator.



It is with eager anticipation that we
await the beginning of repair work on the
steeple. We expect work to begin in early
July. Be warned the front area of the
Church will be taped off as a work zone
for safety.

Trustee George Jeffrey painted the
nasty door going into the furnace room!
Thanks, George! Who knew there was a
nasty door down there?

For the Trustees, Dale Woodward

Zimbabwe Container Project: July 14th

It has been a couple of years, but here we go
again! Let’s fill up boxes to send to Chiredzi
and other churches in Zimbabwe. Churches
in New Hampshire will be filling up a
shipping container to be sent over. They
have not set an exact date but are planning
on late August or early September. We need
to hustle. We plan on a drop off date at our
church on Wednesday, July 14 from 1 to
6pm. Here is what they would like to
receive:

Medical supplies—eyeglasses, magnifiers,
etc., Tools—(nothing that needs to be
plugged in), Personal Care items, Athletic
equipment, Clothes (climate appropriate
and shoes in excellent condition), Artist
supplies, Sewing items. That’s our list, so
let’s get going. Once we receive all your
items, we need to sort, box and label and be
ready to deliver to Spalding High School.

There will be more information coming in
the Thursday announcements and in the
bulletins.

Just imagine how excited our church in
Zimbabwe will be to receive gifts from us.
As Bonnie said, “It will be like Christmas”.
Please start thinking what you want to send
to our sisters and brothers in Chiredzi.

In other news, we want to thank the
volunteers at our recent Rummage Sale.

You made the day go smoothly and saved us
from overtime. We appreciate all your help.
We could not do it without you. So, we may
have to do it again in the fall.

Upcoming on June 6 and 13, will be the
Strengthen the Church offering. You’ll find
out more in a separate article.

Missions would not be in Action without
you.

Thanks for all your support. Peg Winnen,

Strengthen the Church Offering

Your “opportunity for giving” in the month
of June is to honor our 5 for 5 commitment
by giving to Strengthen the Church.

This fund goes directly to building up the
UCC by supporting leadership development,
new churches, youth ministry and
innovations in existing churches.

We will be taking contributions June 6th
and June 13th. Your checks should be made
out to First Congregational Church with
Strengthen the Church in the memo line and
put into Linda Smith’s mailbox.

Thank you for your continued commitment
to these special offerings. Chris Miller



PLEASE POST THIS CALENDAR FOR EASY REFERENCE

JUNE 2021

Sunday, June 6

Wednesday, June 9

Thursday, June 10

Saturday, June 12

Sunday, June 13

Tuesday, June 15

Sunday, June 20

Sunday, June 27

Calendar subject to change due to challenges of Covid-19

Worship Service Outdoor Service - Weekly Offering
Communion Sunday
Executive Board Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Council Meeting on Zoom
Worship Service online via Zoom - Weekly Offering

Finance Committee Meeting

* Grand Re-opening Worhip Service in the Sanctuary ! *
Annual Meeting following the service - Weekly Offering

Sunday Worship Church is Open — Weekly Offering

Tuesday, June 22nd, Clarion Deadline

Tuesday, June 22nd, Parish Visitor Deadline

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 12 noon, M-F

10:00 am

5:00 pm

5:00 pm

8:30 am

10:00 am

4:30 pm

10:00 am

10:00 am




Missions are busy !

Another $10,000 Food Challenge!
The anonymous donor has come through yet
again. This time it is for Friendly Meals
which are served twice a week in Alstead.
If the community can donate $10,000 by the
4th of July, that amount will be matched.
Let’s make this our opportunity for giving
between Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
We will need to end the donating period by
Sunday, June 27th in order for them to
receive our contributions by the 4th of July.
Thank you for stepping up to this
challenge.

We have had a lot of interest in the apple pie
recipe that was made for our bake sale.
Mystery solved. It was Rachel St. John’s pie
and here are her instructions.

“I wish it was a great story about it, but
really it is just an allrecipes.com recipe and
store- bought crust.

Filling: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/l
2682/apple-pie-by-grandma-ople/

I latticed the top and did an egg wash on it
(mix up a raw egg, brush on exposed crust
just before putting it in the oven). That's it!

I am not sure if it is okay to distribute
recipes that are from a website, but since
there is no money involved and if it is
properly credited, my guess is that it would
be fine.”
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Junel Dave & Cindy Westover
June 2  Leroy & Cheryl Watson
June4  Don and Jana Sellarole
June 15 Bruce & Jan Martin
June 20 Joel & Rachel St. John
June 26 Curt & Betsey Congdon

JUNE
BIRTHDAYS
June 3 June Houghton
June 5 Virginia Putnam
June 9 Martha Kingsbury
June 13 Geri Stevens
June 16 Erin Bowen

June 18 Sue Durgin

June 18 Becky Pearson
June 19 Debbie Timon
June 20 Jeanne Cloues
June 21 Pat Kingsbury
June 24 Jane Vesper

June 25 Tom Winmill

June 29 Shirley Byczkowski
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First Congregational Church UCC
603-756-4075
walpolechurch@yahoo.com
www.walpolenhucc.org

2021
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Friends,

I am so excited to write about worshipping together for the first time since I arrived
last May. We are getting ready. On May 23", we ran the Zoom service from the
sanctuary. I got to preach from the pulpit for more than a year! Zooming from the
front parlor of the parsonage, I always led worship in my slippers. I really did not
mind wearing shoes again.

On June 6, weather permitting, we will have an outdoor Communion service on the
North side of the church, near the Memorial Garden. It will be one more step toward
worshipping in the sanctuary again. When we return to the sanctuary, we will still
need to exercise an abundance of caution.

For the time being, we will have to require masks while inside the building for all
people at all times. Even though many of us are fully vaccinated, we are not asking
anything more than retail outlets and offices require, in keeping with current CDC
guidelines.

We are all tired of wearing masks. Hopefully, they will be behind us soon. Think of
wearing a mask as an act of hospitality. By wearing masks while we are in the
church, we are telling everyone who comes through the door that we want them to
feel safe with us.

In Christ,
Richard Malmberg
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I’ve been filling out the questionnaire
from the May Parish Visitor. It’s on the
dining room table so when I have another
thought to write down the page is handy.
Certainly, there are parts of Zoom church
that none of us will miss but there are some
aspects of Zoom I think will be with us for a
while (how about cold, winter meetings on
Zoom while remaining in the comforts of
our home). Please fill out the form if you
haven’t already.

Transitions are tough. Here we are
returning to the sanctuary in a hybrid model
for a few weeks (don’t forget the outside
service June 6) and we’re planning on being
in church for services starting June 20. June
20 is also the Annual Meeting. We have a
new sound system and a video camera so the
services, like the one today, May 23, are two
huge steps forward to returning completely
to the sanctuary yet continuing to reach out
to the wider community. Gordon Pugh and
Bruce and Jan Martin donated funds to pay
for the sound and video systems. Thank you.

Yesterday, May 22, Richard, Amy,
Paul, Minna and I had a practice session in
preparation for re-entry into the sanctuary.
Thank you to them for their tireless effort to
bring quality services over the last year but
especially for working to have services in
the sanctuary. With being able to broadcast
the services live on Zoom we’ll still have
Ginny, Marie, Laura, Jim, my grandchildren

(maybe) and so many others near and far
join us. And maybe, just maybe, some of the
near ones will join us in the sanctuary. There
is always hope. New people will arrive when
they experience what we do and want to be
part of it.

Here comes summer. We’re not out of
this pandemic yet. The COVID-19 virus is
still active in Cheshire County. Until a larger
percentage of our population is vaccinated
many public health professionals maintain
that we need to satisfy two of the three most
accepted guidelines in order to stay safe: be
outside, wear a mask and keep 6’ apart. If
we’re going to be in the sanctuary that
means be prepared to wear a mask and stay
6’ apart. See you in church soon.

Peace, Chuck




Women's Fellowship met at the home of
Betsey Congdon for a meeting, pot-luck
supper and fellowship on May

12th. Although there were only 11 ladies in
attendance there was good food and
enjoyable conversation. We had a short
business meeting which included an election
of officers. Sue Krebs was elected as
secretary and Jan Martin as treasurer. We
also voted to give $600.00 to Bekki Bowen
for a camp scholarship to the Horton
Center. We didn't have a planned program
and everyone was content to share life
experiences caused by the Covid 19
pandemic. Women's Fellowship had a table
at the rummage/yard sale and made a little
money - $68.15 - and Kathy donated the
$134.00 she made from the sale of her
home-made cinnamon buns.

Women's Fellowship will not be meeting
again until September.

N/

THE DEACONS

Good morning Church. We ask you all to
pray for good weather on June 6th.

It is a Communion Sunday, and the deacons
are hoping to have all of us gather together
for an outdoor service at 10 am. Our first
non-zoom service in thirteen months!
Hallelujah and Amen.

The deacons have purchased Covid safe,
individual servings of the elements for
Communion.

This will also be Pastor Richard's first face-
to-face service since he arrived thirteen
months ago.

Although there is no coffee hour planned, if
someone wishes to make coffee and punch
only, I am sure it will be greatly appreciated.

Once again, the deacons wish to thank all
who have been liturgists and scripture
readers. This is a wonderful way to
contribute your time and talents to our
church services. Thank you all again and
know that you are appreciated.

The DOMs for June are Jennifer Hanrahan
and Minna Good.

The next deacon's meetings will be
Saturday, June 5th at 9:30 am and Thursday,
June 10th at 5pm. Meetings will be at the
church, masks required.

Minna Good
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The Finance Committee has
been putting in some extra meeting time
trying to work out next year’s budget. A
final draft has not yet been completed. It
will be ready to be presented for the
approval of the congregation at the annual
meeting.

At our most recent meeting,
current net loss for this fiscal year was
reported at $55,218. Though sobering, this
was not entirely unanticipated since we have
been operating on a deficit budget. The
shortfall has been supported by withdrawals
from the endowment. Much is due to this
past year’s challenges during the pandemic.
Resuming church services should help our
revenue as we slowly resume more of our
normal activities.

The report from the
Investment Advisory Team was overall
positive, with value holding steady, though
some of the returns for the first quarter were
not optimal.

Stewardship will be promoted
this year with a series of “Stewardship
Moments” presented each Sunday until June
20", Pledge cards have been mailed to all of
you and we hope to receive them back soon.

In closing, a shout-out to all
people who helped put on the
Rummage/Yard Sale. It was truly
inspirational to see all the effort put into that
successful event. Congratulations to all!

Sue Krebs
Janet Wilson

BOARD o' TRUSTEES

We met with and contracted Bill
Farrell of William Farrell Video
Productions to film by aerial drone the
steeple and the roof of the Church. Bill
got some very good photos of the
damage to the steeple and roof that we
will present at the annual meeting.

We met with the neighbor next to
the parsonage, requesting permission to
remove limbs from the trees overhanging
her property. She brought to our attention
some of the trees that need to be removed
that are dead or dying. We are trying to
meet with Rice Tree Service to discuss
taking out some trees and trimming
others.

We met with Jerod from Tip Top
Maintenance about beginning a clean-up
of the area on the back parcel of land that
the Church purchased a couple years ago.

We have scheduled Expert Pest
Services to spray around the Parsonage
and Church for black ants, which have
now become active.

In June the annual inspection and
certification of the elevator will be done
by the State of New Hampshire,
Countryside Lock and Alarm, and Otis
Elevator.



It is with eager anticipation that we
await the beginning of repair work on the
steeple. We expect work to begin in early
July. Be warned the front area of the
Church will be taped off as a work zone
for safety.

Trustee George Jeffrey painted the
nasty door going into the furnace room!
Thanks, George! Who knew there was a
nasty door down there?

For the Trustees, Dale Woodward

Zimbabwe Container Project: July 14th

It has been a couple of years, but here we go
again! Let’s fill up boxes to send to Chiredzi
and other churches in Zimbabwe. Churches
in New Hampshire will be filling up a
shipping container to be sent over. They
have not set an exact date but are planning
on late August or early September. We need
to hustle. We plan on a drop off date at our
church on Wednesday, July 14 from 1 to
6pm. Here is what they would like to
receive:

Medical supplies—eyeglasses, magnifiers,
etc., Tools—(nothing that needs to be
plugged in), Personal Care items, Athletic
equipment, Clothes (climate appropriate
and shoes in excellent condition), Artist
supplies, Sewing items. That’s our list, so
let’s get going. Once we receive all your
items, we need to sort, box and label and be
ready to deliver to Spalding High School.

There will be more information coming in
the Thursday announcements and in the
bulletins.

Just imagine how excited our church in
Zimbabwe will be to receive gifts from us.
As Bonnie said, “It will be like Christmas”.
Please start thinking what you want to send
to our sisters and brothers in Chiredzi.

In other news, we want to thank the
volunteers at our recent Rummage Sale.

You made the day go smoothly and saved us
from overtime. We appreciate all your help.
We could not do it without you. So, we may
have to do it again in the fall.

Upcoming on June 6 and 13, will be the
Strengthen the Church offering. You’ll find
out more in a separate article.

Missions would not be in Action without
you.

Thanks for all your support. Peg Winnen,

Strengthen the Church Offering

Your “opportunity for giving” in the month
of June is to honor our 5 for 5 commitment
by giving to Strengthen the Church.

This fund goes directly to building up the
UCC by supporting leadership development,
new churches, youth ministry and
innovations in existing churches.

We will be taking contributions June 6th
and June 13th. Your checks should be made
out to First Congregational Church with
Strengthen the Church in the memo line and
put into Linda Smith’s mailbox.

Thank you for your continued commitment
to these special offerings. Chris Miller



PLEASE POST THIS CALENDAR FOR EASY REFERENCE

JUNE 2021

Sunday, June 6

Wednesday, June 9

Thursday, June 10

Saturday, June 12

Sunday, June 13

Tuesday, June 15

Sunday, June 20

Sunday, June 27

Calendar subject to change due to challenges of Covid-19

Worship Service Outdoor Service - Weekly Offering
Communion Sunday
Executive Board Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Council Meeting on Zoom
Worship Service online via Zoom - Weekly Offering

Finance Committee Meeting

* Grand Re-opening Worhip Service in the Sanctuary ! *
Annual Meeting following the service - Weekly Offering

Sunday Worship Church is Open — Weekly Offering

Tuesday, June 22nd, Clarion Deadline

Tuesday, June 22nd, Parish Visitor Deadline

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 12 noon, M-F

10:00 am

5:00 pm

5:00 pm

8:30 am

10:00 am

4:30 pm

10:00 am

10:00 am




Missions are busy !

Another $10,000 Food Challenge!
The anonymous donor has come through yet
again. This time it is for Friendly Meals
which are served twice a week in Alstead.
If the community can donate $10,000 by the
4th of July, that amount will be matched.
Let’s make this our opportunity for giving
between Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
We will need to end the donating period by
Sunday, June 27th in order for them to
receive our contributions by the 4th of July.
Thank you for stepping up to this
challenge.

We have had a lot of interest in the apple pie
recipe that was made for our bake sale.
Mystery solved. It was Rachel St. John’s pie
and here are her instructions.

“I wish it was a great story about it, but
really it is just an allrecipes.com recipe and
store- bought crust.

Filling: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/l
2682/apple-pie-by-grandma-ople/

I latticed the top and did an egg wash on it
(mix up a raw egg, brush on exposed crust
just before putting it in the oven). That's it!

I am not sure if it is okay to distribute
recipes that are from a website, but since
there is no money involved and if it is
properly credited, my guess is that it would
be fine.”
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JUNE
BIRTHDAYS
June 3 June Houghton
June 5 Virginia Putnam
June 9 Martha Kingsbury
June 13 Geri Stevens
June 16 Erin Bowen

June 18 Sue Durgin

June 18 Becky Pearson
June 19 Debbie Timon
June 20 Jeanne Cloues
June 21 Pat Kingsbury
June 24 Jane Vesper

June 25 Tom Winmill
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2021
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Friends,

I am so excited to write about worshipping together for the first time since I arrived
last May. We are getting ready. On May 23", we ran the Zoom service from the
sanctuary. I got to preach from the pulpit for more than a year! Zooming from the
front parlor of the parsonage, I always led worship in my slippers. I really did not
mind wearing shoes again.

On June 6, weather permitting, we will have an outdoor Communion service on the
North side of the church, near the Memorial Garden. It will be one more step toward
worshipping in the sanctuary again. When we return to the sanctuary, we will still
need to exercise an abundance of caution.

For the time being, we will have to require masks while inside the building for all
people at all times. Even though many of us are fully vaccinated, we are not asking
anything more than retail outlets and offices require, in keeping with current CDC
guidelines.

We are all tired of wearing masks. Hopefully, they will be behind us soon. Think of
wearing a mask as an act of hospitality. By wearing masks while we are in the
church, we are telling everyone who comes through the door that we want them to
feel safe with us.

In Christ,
Richard Malmberg
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I’ve been filling out the questionnaire
from the May Parish Visitor. It’s on the
dining room table so when I have another
thought to write down the page is handy.
Certainly, there are parts of Zoom church
that none of us will miss but there are some
aspects of Zoom I think will be with us for a
while (how about cold, winter meetings on
Zoom while remaining in the comforts of
our home). Please fill out the form if you
haven’t already.

Transitions are tough. Here we are
returning to the sanctuary in a hybrid model
for a few weeks (don’t forget the outside
service June 6) and we’re planning on being
in church for services starting June 20. June
20 is also the Annual Meeting. We have a
new sound system and a video camera so the
services, like the one today, May 23, are two
huge steps forward to returning completely
to the sanctuary yet continuing to reach out
to the wider community. Gordon Pugh and
Bruce and Jan Martin donated funds to pay
for the sound and video systems. Thank you.

Yesterday, May 22, Richard, Amy,
Paul, Minna and I had a practice session in
preparation for re-entry into the sanctuary.
Thank you to them for their tireless effort to
bring quality services over the last year but
especially for working to have services in
the sanctuary. With being able to broadcast
the services live on Zoom we’ll still have
Ginny, Marie, Laura, Jim, my grandchildren

(maybe) and so many others near and far
join us. And maybe, just maybe, some of the
near ones will join us in the sanctuary. There
is always hope. New people will arrive when
they experience what we do and want to be
part of it.

Here comes summer. We’re not out of
this pandemic yet. The COVID-19 virus is
still active in Cheshire County. Until a larger
percentage of our population is vaccinated
many public health professionals maintain
that we need to satisfy two of the three most
accepted guidelines in order to stay safe: be
outside, wear a mask and keep 6’ apart. If
we’re going to be in the sanctuary that
means be prepared to wear a mask and stay
6’ apart. See you in church soon.

Peace, Chuck




Women's Fellowship met at the home of
Betsey Congdon for a meeting, pot-luck
supper and fellowship on May

12th. Although there were only 11 ladies in
attendance there was good food and
enjoyable conversation. We had a short
business meeting which included an election
of officers. Sue Krebs was elected as
secretary and Jan Martin as treasurer. We
also voted to give $600.00 to Bekki Bowen
for a camp scholarship to the Horton
Center. We didn't have a planned program
and everyone was content to share life
experiences caused by the Covid 19
pandemic. Women's Fellowship had a table
at the rummage/yard sale and made a little
money - $68.15 - and Kathy donated the
$134.00 she made from the sale of her
home-made cinnamon buns.

Women's Fellowship will not be meeting
again until September.

N/

THE DEACONS

Good morning Church. We ask you all to
pray for good weather on June 6th.

It is a Communion Sunday, and the deacons
are hoping to have all of us gather together
for an outdoor service at 10 am. Our first
non-zoom service in thirteen months!
Hallelujah and Amen.

The deacons have purchased Covid safe,
individual servings of the elements for
Communion.

This will also be Pastor Richard's first face-
to-face service since he arrived thirteen
months ago.

Although there is no coffee hour planned, if
someone wishes to make coffee and punch
only, I am sure it will be greatly appreciated.

Once again, the deacons wish to thank all
who have been liturgists and scripture
readers. This is a wonderful way to
contribute your time and talents to our
church services. Thank you all again and
know that you are appreciated.

The DOMs for June are Jennifer Hanrahan
and Minna Good.

The next deacon's meetings will be
Saturday, June 5th at 9:30 am and Thursday,
June 10th at 5pm. Meetings will be at the
church, masks required.

Minna Good
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The Finance Committee has
been putting in some extra meeting time
trying to work out next year’s budget. A
final draft has not yet been completed. It
will be ready to be presented for the
approval of the congregation at the annual
meeting.

At our most recent meeting,
current net loss for this fiscal year was
reported at $55,218. Though sobering, this
was not entirely unanticipated since we have
been operating on a deficit budget. The
shortfall has been supported by withdrawals
from the endowment. Much is due to this
past year’s challenges during the pandemic.
Resuming church services should help our
revenue as we slowly resume more of our
normal activities.

The report from the
Investment Advisory Team was overall
positive, with value holding steady, though
some of the returns for the first quarter were
not optimal.

Stewardship will be promoted
this year with a series of “Stewardship
Moments” presented each Sunday until June
20", Pledge cards have been mailed to all of
you and we hope to receive them back soon.

In closing, a shout-out to all
people who helped put on the
Rummage/Yard Sale. It was truly
inspirational to see all the effort put into that
successful event. Congratulations to all!

Sue Krebs
Janet Wilson

BOARD o' TRUSTEES

We met with and contracted Bill
Farrell of William Farrell Video
Productions to film by aerial drone the
steeple and the roof of the Church. Bill
got some very good photos of the
damage to the steeple and roof that we
will present at the annual meeting.

We met with the neighbor next to
the parsonage, requesting permission to
remove limbs from the trees overhanging
her property. She brought to our attention
some of the trees that need to be removed
that are dead or dying. We are trying to
meet with Rice Tree Service to discuss
taking out some trees and trimming
others.

We met with Jerod from Tip Top
Maintenance about beginning a clean-up
of the area on the back parcel of land that
the Church purchased a couple years ago.

We have scheduled Expert Pest
Services to spray around the Parsonage
and Church for black ants, which have
now become active.

In June the annual inspection and
certification of the elevator will be done
by the State of New Hampshire,
Countryside Lock and Alarm, and Otis
Elevator.



It is with eager anticipation that we
await the beginning of repair work on the
steeple. We expect work to begin in early
July. Be warned the front area of the
Church will be taped off as a work zone
for safety.

Trustee George Jeffrey painted the
nasty door going into the furnace room!
Thanks, George! Who knew there was a
nasty door down there?

For the Trustees, Dale Woodward

Zimbabwe Container Project: July 14th

It has been a couple of years, but here we go
again! Let’s fill up boxes to send to Chiredzi
and other churches in Zimbabwe. Churches
in New Hampshire will be filling up a
shipping container to be sent over. They
have not set an exact date but are planning
on late August or early September. We need
to hustle. We plan on a drop off date at our
church on Wednesday, July 14 from 1 to
6pm. Here is what they would like to
receive:

Medical supplies—eyeglasses, magnifiers,
etc., Tools—(nothing that needs to be
plugged in), Personal Care items, Athletic
equipment, Clothes (climate appropriate
and shoes in excellent condition), Artist
supplies, Sewing items. That’s our list, so
let’s get going. Once we receive all your
items, we need to sort, box and label and be
ready to deliver to Spalding High School.

There will be more information coming in
the Thursday announcements and in the
bulletins.

Just imagine how excited our church in
Zimbabwe will be to receive gifts from us.
As Bonnie said, “It will be like Christmas”.
Please start thinking what you want to send
to our sisters and brothers in Chiredzi.

In other news, we want to thank the
volunteers at our recent Rummage Sale.

You made the day go smoothly and saved us
from overtime. We appreciate all your help.
We could not do it without you. So, we may
have to do it again in the fall.

Upcoming on June 6 and 13, will be the
Strengthen the Church offering. You’ll find
out more in a separate article.

Missions would not be in Action without
you.

Thanks for all your support. Peg Winnen,

Strengthen the Church Offering

Your “opportunity for giving” in the month
of June is to honor our 5 for 5 commitment
by giving to Strengthen the Church.

This fund goes directly to building up the
UCC by supporting leadership development,
new churches, youth ministry and
innovations in existing churches.

We will be taking contributions June 6th
and June 13th. Your checks should be made
out to First Congregational Church with
Strengthen the Church in the memo line and
put into Linda Smith’s mailbox.

Thank you for your continued commitment
to these special offerings. Chris Miller
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Worship Service Outdoor Service - Weekly Offering
Communion Sunday
Executive Board Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Council Meeting on Zoom
Worship Service online via Zoom - Weekly Offering

Finance Committee Meeting

* Grand Re-opening Worhip Service in the Sanctuary ! *
Annual Meeting following the service - Weekly Offering

Sunday Worship Church is Open — Weekly Offering

Tuesday, June 22nd, Clarion Deadline

Tuesday, June 22nd, Parish Visitor Deadline

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 12 noon, M-F

10:00 am
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Missions are busy !

Another $10,000 Food Challenge!
The anonymous donor has come through yet
again. This time it is for Friendly Meals
which are served twice a week in Alstead.
If the community can donate $10,000 by the
4th of July, that amount will be matched.
Let’s make this our opportunity for giving
between Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
We will need to end the donating period by
Sunday, June 27th in order for them to
receive our contributions by the 4th of July.
Thank you for stepping up to this
challenge.

We have had a lot of interest in the apple pie
recipe that was made for our bake sale.
Mystery solved. It was Rachel St. John’s pie
and here are her instructions.

“I wish it was a great story about it, but
really it is just an allrecipes.com recipe and
store- bought crust.

Filling: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/l
2682/apple-pie-by-grandma-ople/

I latticed the top and did an egg wash on it
(mix up a raw egg, brush on exposed crust
just before putting it in the oven). That's it!

I am not sure if it is okay to distribute
recipes that are from a website, but since
there is no money involved and if it is
properly credited, my guess is that it would
be fine.”
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Junel Dave & Cindy Westover
June 2  Leroy & Cheryl Watson
June4  Don and Jana Sellarole
June 15 Bruce & Jan Martin
June 20 Joel & Rachel St. John
June 26 Curt & Betsey Congdon

JUNE
BIRTHDAYS
June 3 June Houghton
June 5 Virginia Putnam
June 9 Martha Kingsbury
June 13 Geri Stevens
June 16 Erin Bowen

June 18 Sue Durgin

June 18 Becky Pearson
June 19 Debbie Timon
June 20 Jeanne Cloues
June 21 Pat Kingsbury
June 24 Jane Vesper

June 25 Tom Winmill

June 29 Shirley Byczkowski
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2021
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Friends,

I am so excited to write about worshipping together for the first time since I arrived
last May. We are getting ready. On May 23", we ran the Zoom service from the
sanctuary. I got to preach from the pulpit for more than a year! Zooming from the
front parlor of the parsonage, I always led worship in my slippers. I really did not
mind wearing shoes again.

On June 6, weather permitting, we will have an outdoor Communion service on the
North side of the church, near the Memorial Garden. It will be one more step toward
worshipping in the sanctuary again. When we return to the sanctuary, we will still
need to exercise an abundance of caution.

For the time being, we will have to require masks while inside the building for all
people at all times. Even though many of us are fully vaccinated, we are not asking
anything more than retail outlets and offices require, in keeping with current CDC
guidelines.

We are all tired of wearing masks. Hopefully, they will be behind us soon. Think of
wearing a mask as an act of hospitality. By wearing masks while we are in the
church, we are telling everyone who comes through the door that we want them to
feel safe with us.

In Christ,
Richard Malmberg
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I’ve been filling out the questionnaire
from the May Parish Visitor. It’s on the
dining room table so when I have another
thought to write down the page is handy.
Certainly, there are parts of Zoom church
that none of us will miss but there are some
aspects of Zoom I think will be with us for a
while (how about cold, winter meetings on
Zoom while remaining in the comforts of
our home). Please fill out the form if you
haven’t already.

Transitions are tough. Here we are
returning to the sanctuary in a hybrid model
for a few weeks (don’t forget the outside
service June 6) and we’re planning on being
in church for services starting June 20. June
20 is also the Annual Meeting. We have a
new sound system and a video camera so the
services, like the one today, May 23, are two
huge steps forward to returning completely
to the sanctuary yet continuing to reach out
to the wider community. Gordon Pugh and
Bruce and Jan Martin donated funds to pay
for the sound and video systems. Thank you.

Yesterday, May 22, Richard, Amy,
Paul, Minna and I had a practice session in
preparation for re-entry into the sanctuary.
Thank you to them for their tireless effort to
bring quality services over the last year but
especially for working to have services in
the sanctuary. With being able to broadcast
the services live on Zoom we’ll still have
Ginny, Marie, Laura, Jim, my grandchildren

(maybe) and so many others near and far
join us. And maybe, just maybe, some of the
near ones will join us in the sanctuary. There
is always hope. New people will arrive when
they experience what we do and want to be
part of it.

Here comes summer. We’re not out of
this pandemic yet. The COVID-19 virus is
still active in Cheshire County. Until a larger
percentage of our population is vaccinated
many public health professionals maintain
that we need to satisfy two of the three most
accepted guidelines in order to stay safe: be
outside, wear a mask and keep 6’ apart. If
we’re going to be in the sanctuary that
means be prepared to wear a mask and stay
6’ apart. See you in church soon.

Peace, Chuck




Women's Fellowship met at the home of
Betsey Congdon for a meeting, pot-luck
supper and fellowship on May

12th. Although there were only 11 ladies in
attendance there was good food and
enjoyable conversation. We had a short
business meeting which included an election
of officers. Sue Krebs was elected as
secretary and Jan Martin as treasurer. We
also voted to give $600.00 to Bekki Bowen
for a camp scholarship to the Horton
Center. We didn't have a planned program
and everyone was content to share life
experiences caused by the Covid 19
pandemic. Women's Fellowship had a table
at the rummage/yard sale and made a little
money - $68.15 - and Kathy donated the
$134.00 she made from the sale of her
home-made cinnamon buns.

Women's Fellowship will not be meeting
again until September.

N/

THE DEACONS

Good morning Church. We ask you all to
pray for good weather on June 6th.

It is a Communion Sunday, and the deacons
are hoping to have all of us gather together
for an outdoor service at 10 am. Our first
non-zoom service in thirteen months!
Hallelujah and Amen.

The deacons have purchased Covid safe,
individual servings of the elements for
Communion.

This will also be Pastor Richard's first face-
to-face service since he arrived thirteen
months ago.

Although there is no coffee hour planned, if
someone wishes to make coffee and punch
only, I am sure it will be greatly appreciated.

Once again, the deacons wish to thank all
who have been liturgists and scripture
readers. This is a wonderful way to
contribute your time and talents to our
church services. Thank you all again and
know that you are appreciated.

The DOMs for June are Jennifer Hanrahan
and Minna Good.

The next deacon's meetings will be
Saturday, June 5th at 9:30 am and Thursday,
June 10th at 5pm. Meetings will be at the
church, masks required.

Minna Good
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The Finance Committee has
been putting in some extra meeting time
trying to work out next year’s budget. A
final draft has not yet been completed. It
will be ready to be presented for the
approval of the congregation at the annual
meeting.

At our most recent meeting,
current net loss for this fiscal year was
reported at $55,218. Though sobering, this
was not entirely unanticipated since we have
been operating on a deficit budget. The
shortfall has been supported by withdrawals
from the endowment. Much is due to this
past year’s challenges during the pandemic.
Resuming church services should help our
revenue as we slowly resume more of our
normal activities.

The report from the
Investment Advisory Team was overall
positive, with value holding steady, though
some of the returns for the first quarter were
not optimal.

Stewardship will be promoted
this year with a series of “Stewardship
Moments” presented each Sunday until June
20", Pledge cards have been mailed to all of
you and we hope to receive them back soon.

In closing, a shout-out to all
people who helped put on the
Rummage/Yard Sale. It was truly
inspirational to see all the effort put into that
successful event. Congratulations to all!

Sue Krebs
Janet Wilson

BOARD o' TRUSTEES

We met with and contracted Bill
Farrell of William Farrell Video
Productions to film by aerial drone the
steeple and the roof of the Church. Bill
got some very good photos of the
damage to the steeple and roof that we
will present at the annual meeting.

We met with the neighbor next to
the parsonage, requesting permission to
remove limbs from the trees overhanging
her property. She brought to our attention
some of the trees that need to be removed
that are dead or dying. We are trying to
meet with Rice Tree Service to discuss
taking out some trees and trimming
others.

We met with Jerod from Tip Top
Maintenance about beginning a clean-up
of the area on the back parcel of land that
the Church purchased a couple years ago.

We have scheduled Expert Pest
Services to spray around the Parsonage
and Church for black ants, which have
now become active.

In June the annual inspection and
certification of the elevator will be done
by the State of New Hampshire,
Countryside Lock and Alarm, and Otis
Elevator.



It is with eager anticipation that we
await the beginning of repair work on the
steeple. We expect work to begin in early
July. Be warned the front area of the
Church will be taped off as a work zone
for safety.

Trustee George Jeffrey painted the
nasty door going into the furnace room!
Thanks, George! Who knew there was a
nasty door down there?

For the Trustees, Dale Woodward

Zimbabwe Container Project: July 14th

It has been a couple of years, but here we go
again! Let’s fill up boxes to send to Chiredzi
and other churches in Zimbabwe. Churches
in New Hampshire will be filling up a
shipping container to be sent over. They
have not set an exact date but are planning
on late August or early September. We need
to hustle. We plan on a drop off date at our
church on Wednesday, July 14 from 1 to
6pm. Here is what they would like to
receive:

Medical supplies—eyeglasses, magnifiers,
etc., Tools—(nothing that needs to be
plugged in), Personal Care items, Athletic
equipment, Clothes (climate appropriate
and shoes in excellent condition), Artist
supplies, Sewing items. That’s our list, so
let’s get going. Once we receive all your
items, we need to sort, box and label and be
ready to deliver to Spalding High School.

There will be more information coming in
the Thursday announcements and in the
bulletins.

Just imagine how excited our church in
Zimbabwe will be to receive gifts from us.
As Bonnie said, “It will be like Christmas”.
Please start thinking what you want to send
to our sisters and brothers in Chiredzi.

In other news, we want to thank the
volunteers at our recent Rummage Sale.

You made the day go smoothly and saved us
from overtime. We appreciate all your help.
We could not do it without you. So, we may
have to do it again in the fall.

Upcoming on June 6 and 13, will be the
Strengthen the Church offering. You’ll find
out more in a separate article.

Missions would not be in Action without
you.

Thanks for all your support. Peg Winnen,

Strengthen the Church Offering

Your “opportunity for giving” in the month
of June is to honor our 5 for 5 commitment
by giving to Strengthen the Church.

This fund goes directly to building up the
UCC by supporting leadership development,
new churches, youth ministry and
innovations in existing churches.

We will be taking contributions June 6th
and June 13th. Your checks should be made
out to First Congregational Church with
Strengthen the Church in the memo line and
put into Linda Smith’s mailbox.

Thank you for your continued commitment
to these special offerings. Chris Miller



PLEASE POST THIS CALENDAR FOR EASY REFERENCE

JUNE 2021

Sunday, June 6

Wednesday, June 9

Thursday, June 10

Saturday, June 12

Sunday, June 13

Tuesday, June 15

Sunday, June 20

Sunday, June 27

Calendar subject to change due to challenges of Covid-19

Worship Service Outdoor Service - Weekly Offering
Communion Sunday
Executive Board Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Council Meeting on Zoom
Worship Service online via Zoom - Weekly Offering

Finance Committee Meeting

* Grand Re-opening Worhip Service in the Sanctuary ! *
Annual Meeting following the service - Weekly Offering

Sunday Worship Church is Open — Weekly Offering

Tuesday, June 22nd, Clarion Deadline

Tuesday, June 22nd, Parish Visitor Deadline

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 12 noon, M-F

10:00 am

5:00 pm

5:00 pm

8:30 am

10:00 am

4:30 pm

10:00 am

10:00 am




Missions are busy !

Another $10,000 Food Challenge!
The anonymous donor has come through yet
again. This time it is for Friendly Meals
which are served twice a week in Alstead.
If the community can donate $10,000 by the
4th of July, that amount will be matched.
Let’s make this our opportunity for giving
between Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
We will need to end the donating period by
Sunday, June 27th in order for them to
receive our contributions by the 4th of July.
Thank you for stepping up to this
challenge.

We have had a lot of interest in the apple pie
recipe that was made for our bake sale.
Mystery solved. It was Rachel St. John’s pie
and here are her instructions.

“I wish it was a great story about it, but
really it is just an allrecipes.com recipe and
store- bought crust.

Filling: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/l
2682/apple-pie-by-grandma-ople/

I latticed the top and did an egg wash on it
(mix up a raw egg, brush on exposed crust
just before putting it in the oven). That's it!

I am not sure if it is okay to distribute
recipes that are from a website, but since
there is no money involved and if it is
properly credited, my guess is that it would
be fine.”
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Junel Dave & Cindy Westover
June 2  Leroy & Cheryl Watson
June4  Don and Jana Sellarole
June 15 Bruce & Jan Martin
June 20 Joel & Rachel St. John
June 26 Curt & Betsey Congdon

JUNE
BIRTHDAYS
June 3 June Houghton
June 5 Virginia Putnam
June 9 Martha Kingsbury
June 13 Geri Stevens
June 16 Erin Bowen

June 18 Sue Durgin

June 18 Becky Pearson
June 19 Debbie Timon
June 20 Jeanne Cloues
June 21 Pat Kingsbury
June 24 Jane Vesper

June 25 Tom Winmill
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603-756-4075
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www.walpolenhucc.org

2021
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Friends,

I am so excited to write about worshipping together for the first time since I arrived
last May. We are getting ready. On May 23", we ran the Zoom service from the
sanctuary. I got to preach from the pulpit for more than a year! Zooming from the
front parlor of the parsonage, I always led worship in my slippers. I really did not
mind wearing shoes again.

On June 6, weather permitting, we will have an outdoor Communion service on the
North side of the church, near the Memorial Garden. It will be one more step toward
worshipping in the sanctuary again. When we return to the sanctuary, we will still
need to exercise an abundance of caution.

For the time being, we will have to require masks while inside the building for all
people at all times. Even though many of us are fully vaccinated, we are not asking
anything more than retail outlets and offices require, in keeping with current CDC
guidelines.

We are all tired of wearing masks. Hopefully, they will be behind us soon. Think of
wearing a mask as an act of hospitality. By wearing masks while we are in the
church, we are telling everyone who comes through the door that we want them to
feel safe with us.

In Christ,
Richard Malmberg
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I’ve been filling out the questionnaire
from the May Parish Visitor. It’s on the
dining room table so when I have another
thought to write down the page is handy.
Certainly, there are parts of Zoom church
that none of us will miss but there are some
aspects of Zoom I think will be with us for a
while (how about cold, winter meetings on
Zoom while remaining in the comforts of
our home). Please fill out the form if you
haven’t already.

Transitions are tough. Here we are
returning to the sanctuary in a hybrid model
for a few weeks (don’t forget the outside
service June 6) and we’re planning on being
in church for services starting June 20. June
20 is also the Annual Meeting. We have a
new sound system and a video camera so the
services, like the one today, May 23, are two
huge steps forward to returning completely
to the sanctuary yet continuing to reach out
to the wider community. Gordon Pugh and
Bruce and Jan Martin donated funds to pay
for the sound and video systems. Thank you.

Yesterday, May 22, Richard, Amy,
Paul, Minna and I had a practice session in
preparation for re-entry into the sanctuary.
Thank you to them for their tireless effort to
bring quality services over the last year but
especially for working to have services in
the sanctuary. With being able to broadcast
the services live on Zoom we’ll still have
Ginny, Marie, Laura, Jim, my grandchildren

(maybe) and so many others near and far
join us. And maybe, just maybe, some of the
near ones will join us in the sanctuary. There
is always hope. New people will arrive when
they experience what we do and want to be
part of it.

Here comes summer. We’re not out of
this pandemic yet. The COVID-19 virus is
still active in Cheshire County. Until a larger
percentage of our population is vaccinated
many public health professionals maintain
that we need to satisfy two of the three most
accepted guidelines in order to stay safe: be
outside, wear a mask and keep 6’ apart. If
we’re going to be in the sanctuary that
means be prepared to wear a mask and stay
6’ apart. See you in church soon.

Peace, Chuck




Women's Fellowship met at the home of
Betsey Congdon for a meeting, pot-luck
supper and fellowship on May

12th. Although there were only 11 ladies in
attendance there was good food and
enjoyable conversation. We had a short
business meeting which included an election
of officers. Sue Krebs was elected as
secretary and Jan Martin as treasurer. We
also voted to give $600.00 to Bekki Bowen
for a camp scholarship to the Horton
Center. We didn't have a planned program
and everyone was content to share life
experiences caused by the Covid 19
pandemic. Women's Fellowship had a table
at the rummage/yard sale and made a little
money - $68.15 - and Kathy donated the
$134.00 she made from the sale of her
home-made cinnamon buns.

Women's Fellowship will not be meeting
again until September.

N/

THE DEACONS

Good morning Church. We ask you all to
pray for good weather on June 6th.

It is a Communion Sunday, and the deacons
are hoping to have all of us gather together
for an outdoor service at 10 am. Our first
non-zoom service in thirteen months!
Hallelujah and Amen.

The deacons have purchased Covid safe,
individual servings of the elements for
Communion.

This will also be Pastor Richard's first face-
to-face service since he arrived thirteen
months ago.

Although there is no coffee hour planned, if
someone wishes to make coffee and punch
only, I am sure it will be greatly appreciated.

Once again, the deacons wish to thank all
who have been liturgists and scripture
readers. This is a wonderful way to
contribute your time and talents to our
church services. Thank you all again and
know that you are appreciated.

The DOMs for June are Jennifer Hanrahan
and Minna Good.

The next deacon's meetings will be
Saturday, June 5th at 9:30 am and Thursday,
June 10th at 5pm. Meetings will be at the
church, masks required.

Minna Good
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The Finance Committee has
been putting in some extra meeting time
trying to work out next year’s budget. A
final draft has not yet been completed. It
will be ready to be presented for the
approval of the congregation at the annual
meeting.

At our most recent meeting,
current net loss for this fiscal year was
reported at $55,218. Though sobering, this
was not entirely unanticipated since we have
been operating on a deficit budget. The
shortfall has been supported by withdrawals
from the endowment. Much is due to this
past year’s challenges during the pandemic.
Resuming church services should help our
revenue as we slowly resume more of our
normal activities.

The report from the
Investment Advisory Team was overall
positive, with value holding steady, though
some of the returns for the first quarter were
not optimal.

Stewardship will be promoted
this year with a series of “Stewardship
Moments” presented each Sunday until June
20", Pledge cards have been mailed to all of
you and we hope to receive them back soon.

In closing, a shout-out to all
people who helped put on the
Rummage/Yard Sale. It was truly
inspirational to see all the effort put into that
successful event. Congratulations to all!

Sue Krebs
Janet Wilson

BOARD o' TRUSTEES

We met with and contracted Bill
Farrell of William Farrell Video
Productions to film by aerial drone the
steeple and the roof of the Church. Bill
got some very good photos of the
damage to the steeple and roof that we
will present at the annual meeting.

We met with the neighbor next to
the parsonage, requesting permission to
remove limbs from the trees overhanging
her property. She brought to our attention
some of the trees that need to be removed
that are dead or dying. We are trying to
meet with Rice Tree Service to discuss
taking out some trees and trimming
others.

We met with Jerod from Tip Top
Maintenance about beginning a clean-up
of the area on the back parcel of land that
the Church purchased a couple years ago.

We have scheduled Expert Pest
Services to spray around the Parsonage
and Church for black ants, which have
now become active.

In June the annual inspection and
certification of the elevator will be done
by the State of New Hampshire,
Countryside Lock and Alarm, and Otis
Elevator.



It is with eager anticipation that we
await the beginning of repair work on the
steeple. We expect work to begin in early
July. Be warned the front area of the
Church will be taped off as a work zone
for safety.

Trustee George Jeffrey painted the
nasty door going into the furnace room!
Thanks, George! Who knew there was a
nasty door down there?

For the Trustees, Dale Woodward

Zimbabwe Container Project: July 14th

It has been a couple of years, but here we go
again! Let’s fill up boxes to send to Chiredzi
and other churches in Zimbabwe. Churches
in New Hampshire will be filling up a
shipping container to be sent over. They
have not set an exact date but are planning
on late August or early September. We need
to hustle. We plan on a drop off date at our
church on Wednesday, July 14 from 1 to
6pm. Here is what they would like to
receive:

Medical supplies—eyeglasses, magnifiers,
etc., Tools—(nothing that needs to be
plugged in), Personal Care items, Athletic
equipment, Clothes (climate appropriate
and shoes in excellent condition), Artist
supplies, Sewing items. That’s our list, so
let’s get going. Once we receive all your
items, we need to sort, box and label and be
ready to deliver to Spalding High School.

There will be more information coming in
the Thursday announcements and in the
bulletins.

Just imagine how excited our church in
Zimbabwe will be to receive gifts from us.
As Bonnie said, “It will be like Christmas”.
Please start thinking what you want to send
to our sisters and brothers in Chiredzi.

In other news, we want to thank the
volunteers at our recent Rummage Sale.

You made the day go smoothly and saved us
from overtime. We appreciate all your help.
We could not do it without you. So, we may
have to do it again in the fall.

Upcoming on June 6 and 13, will be the
Strengthen the Church offering. You’ll find
out more in a separate article.

Missions would not be in Action without
you.

Thanks for all your support. Peg Winnen,

Strengthen the Church Offering

Your “opportunity for giving” in the month
of June is to honor our 5 for 5 commitment
by giving to Strengthen the Church.

This fund goes directly to building up the
UCC by supporting leadership development,
new churches, youth ministry and
innovations in existing churches.

We will be taking contributions June 6th
and June 13th. Your checks should be made
out to First Congregational Church with
Strengthen the Church in the memo line and
put into Linda Smith’s mailbox.

Thank you for your continued commitment
to these special offerings. Chris Miller



PLEASE POST THIS CALENDAR FOR EASY REFERENCE

JUNE 2021

Sunday, June 6

Wednesday, June 9

Thursday, June 10

Saturday, June 12

Sunday, June 13

Tuesday, June 15

Sunday, June 20

Sunday, June 27

Calendar subject to change due to challenges of Covid-19

Worship Service Outdoor Service - Weekly Offering
Communion Sunday
Executive Board Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Council Meeting on Zoom
Worship Service online via Zoom - Weekly Offering

Finance Committee Meeting

* Grand Re-opening Worhip Service in the Sanctuary ! *
Annual Meeting following the service - Weekly Offering

Sunday Worship Church is Open — Weekly Offering

Tuesday, June 22nd, Clarion Deadline

Tuesday, June 22nd, Parish Visitor Deadline

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 12 noon, M-F

10:00 am

5:00 pm

5:00 pm

8:30 am

10:00 am

4:30 pm

10:00 am

10:00 am




Missions are busy !

Another $10,000 Food Challenge!
The anonymous donor has come through yet
again. This time it is for Friendly Meals
which are served twice a week in Alstead.
If the community can donate $10,000 by the
4th of July, that amount will be matched.
Let’s make this our opportunity for giving
between Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
We will need to end the donating period by
Sunday, June 27th in order for them to
receive our contributions by the 4th of July.
Thank you for stepping up to this
challenge.

We have had a lot of interest in the apple pie
recipe that was made for our bake sale.
Mystery solved. It was Rachel St. John’s pie
and here are her instructions.

“I wish it was a great story about it, but
really it is just an allrecipes.com recipe and
store- bought crust.

Filling: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/l
2682/apple-pie-by-grandma-ople/

I latticed the top and did an egg wash on it
(mix up a raw egg, brush on exposed crust
just before putting it in the oven). That's it!

I am not sure if it is okay to distribute
recipes that are from a website, but since
there is no money involved and if it is
properly credited, my guess is that it would
be fine.”
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June 3 June Houghton
June 5 Virginia Putnam
June 9 Martha Kingsbury
June 13 Geri Stevens
June 16 Erin Bowen
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June 19 Debbie Timon
June 20 Jeanne Cloues
June 21 Pat Kingsbury
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2021
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Friends,

I am so excited to write about worshipping together for the first time since I arrived
last May. We are getting ready. On May 23", we ran the Zoom service from the
sanctuary. I got to preach from the pulpit for more than a year! Zooming from the
front parlor of the parsonage, I always led worship in my slippers. I really did not
mind wearing shoes again.

On June 6, weather permitting, we will have an outdoor Communion service on the
North side of the church, near the Memorial Garden. It will be one more step toward
worshipping in the sanctuary again. When we return to the sanctuary, we will still
need to exercise an abundance of caution.

For the time being, we will have to require masks while inside the building for all
people at all times. Even though many of us are fully vaccinated, we are not asking
anything more than retail outlets and offices require, in keeping with current CDC
guidelines.

We are all tired of wearing masks. Hopefully, they will be behind us soon. Think of
wearing a mask as an act of hospitality. By wearing masks while we are in the
church, we are telling everyone who comes through the door that we want them to
feel safe with us.

In Christ,
Richard Malmberg
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I’ve been filling out the questionnaire
from the May Parish Visitor. It’s on the
dining room table so when I have another
thought to write down the page is handy.
Certainly, there are parts of Zoom church
that none of us will miss but there are some
aspects of Zoom I think will be with us for a
while (how about cold, winter meetings on
Zoom while remaining in the comforts of
our home). Please fill out the form if you
haven’t already.

Transitions are tough. Here we are
returning to the sanctuary in a hybrid model
for a few weeks (don’t forget the outside
service June 6) and we’re planning on being
in church for services starting June 20. June
20 is also the Annual Meeting. We have a
new sound system and a video camera so the
services, like the one today, May 23, are two
huge steps forward to returning completely
to the sanctuary yet continuing to reach out
to the wider community. Gordon Pugh and
Bruce and Jan Martin donated funds to pay
for the sound and video systems. Thank you.

Yesterday, May 22, Richard, Amy,
Paul, Minna and I had a practice session in
preparation for re-entry into the sanctuary.
Thank you to them for their tireless effort to
bring quality services over the last year but
especially for working to have services in
the sanctuary. With being able to broadcast
the services live on Zoom we’ll still have
Ginny, Marie, Laura, Jim, my grandchildren

(maybe) and so many others near and far
join us. And maybe, just maybe, some of the
near ones will join us in the sanctuary. There
is always hope. New people will arrive when
they experience what we do and want to be
part of it.

Here comes summer. We’re not out of
this pandemic yet. The COVID-19 virus is
still active in Cheshire County. Until a larger
percentage of our population is vaccinated
many public health professionals maintain
that we need to satisfy two of the three most
accepted guidelines in order to stay safe: be
outside, wear a mask and keep 6’ apart. If
we’re going to be in the sanctuary that
means be prepared to wear a mask and stay
6’ apart. See you in church soon.

Peace, Chuck




Women's Fellowship met at the home of
Betsey Congdon for a meeting, pot-luck
supper and fellowship on May

12th. Although there were only 11 ladies in
attendance there was good food and
enjoyable conversation. We had a short
business meeting which included an election
of officers. Sue Krebs was elected as
secretary and Jan Martin as treasurer. We
also voted to give $600.00 to Bekki Bowen
for a camp scholarship to the Horton
Center. We didn't have a planned program
and everyone was content to share life
experiences caused by the Covid 19
pandemic. Women's Fellowship had a table
at the rummage/yard sale and made a little
money - $68.15 - and Kathy donated the
$134.00 she made from the sale of her
home-made cinnamon buns.

Women's Fellowship will not be meeting
again until September.

N/

THE DEACONS

Good morning Church. We ask you all to
pray for good weather on June 6th.

It is a Communion Sunday, and the deacons
are hoping to have all of us gather together
for an outdoor service at 10 am. Our first
non-zoom service in thirteen months!
Hallelujah and Amen.

The deacons have purchased Covid safe,
individual servings of the elements for
Communion.

This will also be Pastor Richard's first face-
to-face service since he arrived thirteen
months ago.

Although there is no coffee hour planned, if
someone wishes to make coffee and punch
only, I am sure it will be greatly appreciated.

Once again, the deacons wish to thank all
who have been liturgists and scripture
readers. This is a wonderful way to
contribute your time and talents to our
church services. Thank you all again and
know that you are appreciated.

The DOMs for June are Jennifer Hanrahan
and Minna Good.

The next deacon's meetings will be
Saturday, June 5th at 9:30 am and Thursday,
June 10th at 5pm. Meetings will be at the
church, masks required.

Minna Good
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Finance '
Com%ttee

The Finance Committee has
been putting in some extra meeting time
trying to work out next year’s budget. A
final draft has not yet been completed. It
will be ready to be presented for the
approval of the congregation at the annual
meeting.

At our most recent meeting,
current net loss for this fiscal year was
reported at $55,218. Though sobering, this
was not entirely unanticipated since we have
been operating on a deficit budget. The
shortfall has been supported by withdrawals
from the endowment. Much is due to this
past year’s challenges during the pandemic.
Resuming church services should help our
revenue as we slowly resume more of our
normal activities.

The report from the
Investment Advisory Team was overall
positive, with value holding steady, though
some of the returns for the first quarter were
not optimal.

Stewardship will be promoted
this year with a series of “Stewardship
Moments” presented each Sunday until June
20", Pledge cards have been mailed to all of
you and we hope to receive them back soon.

In closing, a shout-out to all
people who helped put on the
Rummage/Yard Sale. It was truly
inspirational to see all the effort put into that
successful event. Congratulations to all!

Sue Krebs
Janet Wilson

BOARD o' TRUSTEES

We met with and contracted Bill
Farrell of William Farrell Video
Productions to film by aerial drone the
steeple and the roof of the Church. Bill
got some very good photos of the
damage to the steeple and roof that we
will present at the annual meeting.

We met with the neighbor next to
the parsonage, requesting permission to
remove limbs from the trees overhanging
her property. She brought to our attention
some of the trees that need to be removed
that are dead or dying. We are trying to
meet with Rice Tree Service to discuss
taking out some trees and trimming
others.

We met with Jerod from Tip Top
Maintenance about beginning a clean-up
of the area on the back parcel of land that
the Church purchased a couple years ago.

We have scheduled Expert Pest
Services to spray around the Parsonage
and Church for black ants, which have
now become active.

In June the annual inspection and
certification of the elevator will be done
by the State of New Hampshire,
Countryside Lock and Alarm, and Otis
Elevator.



It is with eager anticipation that we
await the beginning of repair work on the
steeple. We expect work to begin in early
July. Be warned the front area of the
Church will be taped off as a work zone
for safety.

Trustee George Jeffrey painted the
nasty door going into the furnace room!
Thanks, George! Who knew there was a
nasty door down there?

For the Trustees, Dale Woodward

Zimbabwe Container Project: July 14th

It has been a couple of years, but here we go
again! Let’s fill up boxes to send to Chiredzi
and other churches in Zimbabwe. Churches
in New Hampshire will be filling up a
shipping container to be sent over. They
have not set an exact date but are planning
on late August or early September. We need
to hustle. We plan on a drop off date at our
church on Wednesday, July 14 from 1 to
6pm. Here is what they would like to
receive:

Medical supplies—eyeglasses, magnifiers,
etc., Tools—(nothing that needs to be
plugged in), Personal Care items, Athletic
equipment, Clothes (climate appropriate
and shoes in excellent condition), Artist
supplies, Sewing items. That’s our list, so
let’s get going. Once we receive all your
items, we need to sort, box and label and be
ready to deliver to Spalding High School.

There will be more information coming in
the Thursday announcements and in the
bulletins.

Just imagine how excited our church in
Zimbabwe will be to receive gifts from us.
As Bonnie said, “It will be like Christmas”.
Please start thinking what you want to send
to our sisters and brothers in Chiredzi.

In other news, we want to thank the
volunteers at our recent Rummage Sale.

You made the day go smoothly and saved us
from overtime. We appreciate all your help.
We could not do it without you. So, we may
have to do it again in the fall.

Upcoming on June 6 and 13, will be the
Strengthen the Church offering. You’ll find
out more in a separate article.

Missions would not be in Action without
you.

Thanks for all your support. Peg Winnen,

Strengthen the Church Offering

Your “opportunity for giving” in the month
of June is to honor our 5 for 5 commitment
by giving to Strengthen the Church.

This fund goes directly to building up the
UCC by supporting leadership development,
new churches, youth ministry and
innovations in existing churches.

We will be taking contributions June 6th
and June 13th. Your checks should be made
out to First Congregational Church with
Strengthen the Church in the memo line and
put into Linda Smith’s mailbox.

Thank you for your continued commitment
to these special offerings. Chris Miller



PLEASE POST THIS CALENDAR FOR EASY REFERENCE

JUNE 2021

Sunday, June 6

Wednesday, June 9

Thursday, June 10

Saturday, June 12

Sunday, June 13

Tuesday, June 15

Sunday, June 20

Sunday, June 27

Calendar subject to change due to challenges of Covid-19

Worship Service Outdoor Service - Weekly Offering
Communion Sunday
Executive Board Meeting
Deacons Meeting
Council Meeting on Zoom
Worship Service online via Zoom - Weekly Offering

Finance Committee Meeting

* Grand Re-opening Worhip Service in the Sanctuary ! *
Annual Meeting following the service - Weekly Offering

Sunday Worship Church is Open — Weekly Offering

Tuesday, June 22nd, Clarion Deadline

Tuesday, June 22nd, Parish Visitor Deadline

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 12 noon, M-F

10:00 am

5:00 pm

5:00 pm

8:30 am

10:00 am

4:30 pm

10:00 am

10:00 am




Missions are busy !

Another $10,000 Food Challenge!
The anonymous donor has come through yet
again. This time it is for Friendly Meals
which are served twice a week in Alstead.
If the community can donate $10,000 by the
4th of July, that amount will be matched.
Let’s make this our opportunity for giving
between Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
We will need to end the donating period by
Sunday, June 27th in order for them to
receive our contributions by the 4th of July.
Thank you for stepping up to this
challenge.

We have had a lot of interest in the apple pie
recipe that was made for our bake sale.
Mystery solved. It was Rachel St. John’s pie
and here are her instructions.

“I wish it was a great story about it, but
really it is just an allrecipes.com recipe and
store- bought crust.

Filling: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/l
2682/apple-pie-by-grandma-ople/

I latticed the top and did an egg wash on it
(mix up a raw egg, brush on exposed crust
just before putting it in the oven). That's it!

I am not sure if it is okay to distribute
recipes that are from a website, but since
there is no money involved and if it is
properly credited, my guess is that it would
be fine.”
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Junel Dave & Cindy Westover
June 2  Leroy & Cheryl Watson
June4  Don and Jana Sellarole
June 15 Bruce & Jan Martin
June 20 Joel & Rachel St. John
June 26 Curt & Betsey Congdon

JUNE
BIRTHDAYS
June 3 June Houghton
June 5 Virginia Putnam
June 9 Martha Kingsbury
June 13 Geri Stevens
June 16 Erin Bowen

June 18 Sue Durgin

June 18 Becky Pearson
June 19 Debbie Timon
June 20 Jeanne Cloues
June 21 Pat Kingsbury
June 24 Jane Vesper

June 25 Tom Winmill

June 29 Shirley Byczkowski



PARISH VISITOR

First Congregational Church
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